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Martin Hamilton

UK Overseas Territories
Programme Coordinator,
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

Life after Hurricane Earl —
restoring JR O’Neal Botanic
Gardens, British Virgin Islands

Thanks to financial assistance from the

RHS Coke Trust bursary award, Martin

Hamilton is heading to the British Virgin

Islands later this year. Martin will help
with the recovery and improvement
of the horticultural collections at JR

O’Neal Botanic Gardens which suffered
widespread damage following Hurricane

Earl in August 2010.

The UK Overseas Territories
comprise 16 former colonies that
have elected to retain their direct
British links and as such form
part of the Nation State of the
UK and their citizens are British.
Mostly they include some of the
most remote and biologically
interesting places on Earth.

The British Virgin Islands National
Parks Trust manages the Botanic
Gardens. They are keen to discover
which collections are salvageable,
what new material should be sourced
and to implement a plan to get the
Gardens back on track. Martin will help
this crucial work to progress as he will
provide professional evaluation of the
remaining collections, field training
for the garden staff in the collection
of plant material, and the subsequent
processing and propagation of plants.
Martin has a strong track record
of assisting in the implementation of
garden master plans in Montserrat and

look forward to reading his report on
his experiences at JR O’Neal Botanic
Gardens.

Good luck Martin!

_Inthe Community

Winning Windlesham is a real
accolade and living in a good
environment has a massively

positive effect on prisoners’
behaviour.

The award winning grounds at Foston Hall

Parole Board, Lord Windlesham, set up

I n 1983, the former Chairman of the
the Windlesham Trophy award aimed

at developing prisoners’ sense of worth and
to encourage garden excellence among the
¢ prison community. The trophy is awarded

in conjunction with the RHS, which provides
i the judging panel. In 2010, 30 prisons took
part and the award was given to prisoners
at Foston Hall in Derbyshire for the best kept
prison garden in England and Wales.

At Foston Hall, a female closed-category

prison, 20 prisoners tend to the grounds,

i which include rock gardens, a conifer

collection and glasshouses. They also grow

their own fruit and vegetables and flowers

i for the chapel. The grounds are home to

an animal sanctuary in which the prisoners

in the Turks & Caicos Islands. We greatly quk aﬁer many anl.rr?als including goats and
i guinea pigs. In addition, a large pond and

a wildflower meadow provide a haven for

i insects and birds.

Greg Riley-Smith Governor of Foston

Hall, said: ‘Winning Windlesham is a real
i accolade and living in a good environment

The Windlesham Trophy — getting prisoners growing

has a massively positive effect on prisoners’
behaviour.” Horticultural instructor Elaine
Coleman has worked at Foston Hall for
nearly 10 years and believes that gardening
definitely builds the inmates confidence,
giving them structure in the day and work
that they can take pride in.

Out and about with Camden

Elaine Coleman and Christopher Stephenson, GardensGarden Centre — an inspirational
i Manager, accepting the trophy from RHS President

Elizabeth Banks

tour of Cornish Gardens
Camden Garden Centre based in St Pancras
Way, London, not only supplies plants and
gardening products but is also a social
enterprise. Their aim is to help those who are
disadvantaged in life by providing them with
paid work and occupational training. The
Centre is extremely committed to providing
opportunities to those who may otherwise
never experience the benefits of horticulture.
In September 2010, the RHS Bursaries
Advisory Committee awarded funding to the
Centre through the RHS Coke bursary award.
This funding enabled their trainees to visit
the inspirational gardens of Cornwall. Those
participating in the 2010 tour to Cornwall
included ex-offenders, those living with
mental health problems and individuals who
left school without gaining any qualifications.
The visit focused on three destinations
within Cornwall, namely the Eden Project,
Trebah and the Lost Gardens of Heligan.
The main goals of the tour were to cultivate
enthusiasm for horticulture, strengthen
team building skills and encourage personal
development.
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