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Within this issue, we aim to provide you with some interesting facts about Bursaries, along 
with current news, informative articles and practical advice on how to apply for an RHS 
Bursary. 

In future issues, we hope to bring you feedback articles and stories from successful bursary 
applicants who will share their experiences (both good and bad). We also hope to include 
articles that might provide inspiration for future projects, including topics of horticultural 
interest as yet to be funded by an RHS Bursary. We will also bring you current information 
on horticultural training courses and future conferences, up-to-date information of Bursary 
Reports and much more!  

We hope you enjoy this first issue and would welcome your feedback. We look forward to 
bringing you issue number, due out in Summer 2006. 
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Founded in 1962 as the ‘Expeditions and Scholarships 
Committee’, the RHS Bursaries Committee administers a number 
of bursary funds maintained through generous bequests and 
donations. Since its establishment, many progressive changes and 
a number of larger bequests have enabled the aims of the 
Committee to grow from strength to strength. 
 

There are eight principal bursary funds available to assist horticultural 
based projects. Encouragement is given to students not only wishing to 
further their own horticultural knowledge, but also in the study of 
endangered and endemic plant species worldwide and of their cultivation 
and conservation.  

 
The number of applications has steadily increased over the years. In 1992 
there were only 10, in 1996 there were 31, by 2001 the figure had 
increased to 73 and in 2005 the total stood at 107 submitted applications. 
The current average figure for each meeting is 20, although May this year 
saw the largest quarterly figure so far, a massive 52 applications! 
 

The Committee is comprised of twelve members, supported by 
the Secretary, who represent a wealth of scientific, plant 
expedition and practical horticultural experience. Meetings take 
place on a quarterly basis (as opposed to twice-yearly before 
1999) and committee members have the rewarding task of 
giving money away! 

DO YOU HAVE AN IDEA 
FOR A HORTICULTURAL 
PROJECT, BUT CAN’T 
MANAGE ALL THE 
FINANCES INVOLVED? 

RHS BURSARIES MAY 
BE ABLE TO OFFER A 
HELPING HAND!! 
PLEASE SEE PAGE 4 
FOR MORE DETAILS!! 
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The New Dawn Jolliffe Botanical Art Bursary:  
the importance and value of  Botanical Art  

 

RHS Photographic Committee Bursary 
 
Established in 2004, the RHS Photographic Committee Bursary is awarded to photographers who are new to the business towards 
the cost of mounting an exhibition of photographic work at the October London Flower Show. 
A £500 fund is available annually, to be divided between two or more photographers. Potential applicants should apply to the 
Secretary of the Photographic Committee at the following e-mail address: susannahcharlton@rhs.org.uk.  
All photographers are required to submit work to the committee for approval before they are accepted as an exhibitor at the show. 

 

First recipient of the RHS Photographic Committee Bursary:  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �������

Illustration of Paphiopedilum rothschildianum kindly  
provided by Ruth Grant 

As a recent graduate in scientific and natural history 
illustration, I am fully aware just how important botanical art 
is in relation to horticulture. 
 
During an expedition to Borneo in October 2004 (supported 
by The Coke Trust Awards Bursary) in search of the habitat 
of Paphiopedilum rothschildianum I realised that the 
preservation of this magnificent plant was of the utmost 
importance. I am currently in the process of publishing a 
poster depicting the orchid in its natural habitat for the 
charity organization ‘Orchid Conservation International’. 
My botanical artwork could possibly assist in becoming a 
flagship for orchid conservation worldwide. 
 

In relation to horticulture, wild orchids such as this could be 
cultivated into public consumerism, thus mitigating the 
temptation to collect illegally. 
 
The Dawn Jolliffe Botanical Art Bursary is an added 
incentive for artists such as myself to continue visually 
communicating and documenting plants in detail for 
posterity. Fortunately for artists a photograph cannot display 
the detail of the entire plant in one single image. A 
photograph fails to exemplify the exact scientific 
information and morphology required to identify the plant, 
thus botanical art becomes an important factor in botany, 
horticulture and conservation. 

Ruth Grant   - Scientific & Natural History Illustrator 

Following the launch of this new bursary in 2004, the first 
successful awardee was Miss Torie Chugg, who presented an 
exhibition at the RHS London Flower Show on the 5th and 
6th of October 2004.  
 
One of the requirements was that the exhibition should 
contain a minimum of eight photographs with a maximum of 
sixteen. Torie chose to display ten. Her chosen subject was 
Abutilon and depicted several different varieties in bud and 
flower, some with interesting foliage, with all the images 
being in close-up. Before being printed, the images were 
digitally enhanced.  
 

To source her photographs, Torie travelled to several 
locations within the UK, including Cotswold Garden 
Flowers, Cotswold Wildlife Park and Marwood Hill 
Gardens in Devon. However, as any keen photographer is 
aware of, it is time consuming and expensive to take part in 
any exhibition. The financial assistance of the Photographic 
Committee Bursary assisted Torie with the cost of framing 
her work for the exhibition.  
 
 

Torie’s enthusiasm for her subject is evident and she was 
lucky enough to achieve a Bronze Medal prize at the 
London Flower Show. It was her first entry to a show and 
Torie considered that she learnt vastly from the experience.  



AUGUST 2005 
 

20 applications were put forward to the Committee for consideration. Of 
these, 17 candidates were successful in obtaining Bursary Awards, with one 
applications being withdrawn.  

Of these applications, areas of interest included;   

· a study tour of Valdivian rainforest areas of Chile to increase 
knowledge for UK cultivation; 

· attendance at BGEN two-day Conference Plants & People: Past, 
Present and Future’ to be held at Ventnor Botanic Garden 

· group expedition to Belize to continue investigative work into 
Orchidaceae, Arecaceae, Bromeliaceae and Cactaceae for research 
and collecting. 
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NOVEMBER  2005 
 

18 applications were put forward to the Committee for consideration. Of 
these, 10 candidates were successful in obtaining Bursary Awards, with two 
applications being deferred until the next Committee meeting in February 
2006.  

Of these applications, areas of interest included;   

· provision of educational labels for medicinal garden at the Royal 
College of Physicians;  

· a voluntary work experience placement in Japan with particular 
reference to landscaping; 

· the support of seven trainees on the Professional Gardeners Guild 3-
year Traineeship scheme. 

In the Footsteps of Augustine Henry  - Expedition to Central China 2004 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �������

Picture Below: Dr Augustine Henry  -  painting by Celia Harrison 
Picture Right: Shennongjia Nature  - from Grace Pasley’s Bursary Report 
 

Following a previous expedition in the 
autumn of 2002, a five-member team led 
by Seamus O’Brien, undertook a further 
four-week trip to Central China in 
September 2004.  Other members of the 
team included Grace Pasley, also from 
Glasnevin and two former Glasnevin 
students, Assumpta Broomfield and 
Emer O’Reilly.   Seamus, Grace and Joan 
each benefited from an RHS Blaxall 
Valentine Award towards the costs of 
their expedition. 

 
The expedition was organised in co-operation with Wuhan 
Botanic Gardens and the Chinese Academy, to retrace the 
route undertaken by the Irish plant-hunter Dr Augustine 
Henry and was the second stage of a three-part journey.   The 
final trip was planned for the autumn of 2005.   All the group 
agreed to follow the guidelines set out by the Convention on 
Biodiversity (CBD) and CITES and any material collected 
was to be used for conservation, research and education. 
 
The trip included areas where Henry had collected plants that 
the previous expedition had not visited in 2002.  One of these 
was the Shennongjia Mountain Range in north-western Hubei 
province, now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.    
Shennongjia is one of China’s most important botanical 
reserves, harbouring 2,638 species and infraspecific taxa, 
including 1103 woody plant species of which 1,886 are 
medicinal plants.   Over 55% of Hubei’s protected plant 
species are found there and 42 species are endemic.    

Other areas visited included the area around Yichang where 
Henry had lived and collected for about seven years, the 
Tianthu Shan Forest Park outside Changyang and the 
Wudangshan Nature Reserve, which again was a World 
Heritage site so permits for plant collecting were not 
available.   In addition, a visit was made to Wuhan Botanical 
Gardens, where herbarium specimens were handed over for 
checking before being posted back to Glasnevin.    Several 
days were also spent in Shanghai and then Taiwan, where 
Henry had lived with his wife for two years. 
 

To read up on this China 
expedition, why not take a 
trip to the Lindley Library 
at Wisley to view the 
bursary reports submitted 
by Seamus, Grace, Joan 
and one submitted by 
Matthew Jebb following 

his participation in the 2002 expedition.   Seamus has been 
fortunate in winning one of the two Bursary Committee Prizes 
awarded this year for his in depth account of the expedition.  
His report makes fascinating reading and contains numerous 
photographs of the places visited and the plants that were 
found.   Seamus is planning to launch his book about 
Augustine Henry in the autumn of 2007 and there are plans to 
tie in the launch with a lecture to the RHS.   He hopes to make 
people more aware of this prolific Irish plant hunter, who 
made such an immense contribution to horticulture, but who 
has not been given the recognition he deserves. The written 
accounts by the bursary awardees all show that the objectives 
of the Glasnevin expedition were achieved – to follow ‘in the 
footsteps of Augustine Henry’. 

November - Type of Project

8

20
3

3

2

Study Tour

Conference

Expedition

Research

Voluntary Work
Placement
Other

August - Type of Project

6

10

1
1 0 1

Study Tour

Conference

Expedition

Research

Voluntary Work
Placement
Other
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BURSARY APPLICATIONS:  

CLOSING/MEETING DATES FOR 
2006 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

www.grantsforhorticulturists.org.uk 
Grants for Horticulturists is a  website providing useful sources of information relating to organisations within the United 
Kingdom that offer grants and bursaries for horticultural projects, exchanges and travel.   

The website is constantly being updated with new organisations being added to the list. Brief overviews are provided of each 
organisation listed, along with details of how to apply for funding. Links are also provided to home pages of the 
organisations website.  
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If you have a proposal for a horticultural related project, why not apply for an RHS 
Bursary to assist you with the finances? Financial assistance is granted towards the 
following: 
   
 *   Study Visits   
 *  Work experience / voluntary placements in gardens 
 *   Taxonomy    *  Plant exploration and study     
 *   Research     
 *  Attendance of horticultural/botanical conferences 
 
Two types of application form are available: PERSONAL/GROUP and 
CORPORATE. 
 
In order to apply, an official application form must be completed. To obtain a form, 
please contact The Secretary at the postal address, telephone number or e-mail 
address below. The application forms are also available to download from the RHS 
website at the following web link:  

www.rhs.org.uk/learning/education/bursaries.asp 

DATE OF  
COMMITTEE MEETING 

CLOSING DATES  
FOR APPLICATIONS 

  

MONDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2006 
 

SATURDAY 24th DECEMBER 2005 

TUESDAY 16th MAY 2006 
 

FRIDAY 31st MARCH 2006 

TUESDAY 8th AUGUST 2006 
 

FRIDAY 30th JUNE 2006 

TUESDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2006 
 

SATURDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2006 

Serapias cordigera 

Studying orchid habitats in Peru 


