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The 2006 recipient of the Jimmy Smart Bursary was Simon Toomer, curator of Westonbirt  
Arboretum   In August he was granted the award by the Bursaries Committee to undertake a  
5-week study trip to New Zealand.     
 
His project was to concentrate on visiting a number of forests, arboreta and botanical gardens to 
improve his horticultural knowledge of New Zealand’s trees and forest ecosystems and share 
experience and knowledge with gardeners and forest managers.   
 
Simon’s project included visits to the Waipoua Forest Park to study the Agathis forests and  
reforestation work, the Te Urewera and Taranaki National Parks, and Eastwoodhill National  
Arboretum at Gisborne, as well as the botanic gardens at Wellington, Christchurch and  
Dunedin.     
 
The Jimmy Smart Bursary award was established in 2004 by Jimmy Smart’s nephew Dr John 
Snowdon from the estate of Jimmy Smart to give assistance to working gardeners to visit  
Australia and/or New Zealand to study plants and trees growing in the wild and has been  
administered since then by the RHS.     
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