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Minutes of the Delphinium Sub-Committee – 3 November 2010 


	Minutes of a meeting of the Delphinium Sub-Committee held at 11am on Wednesday 
3 November 2010 at RHS Wisley.

Present:
Dr D W Bassett (Chairman); Dr S Bassett; Mr T Blissett; Mr I Butterfield; Mr L Cooper; Dr R Holland; Mr R J Joslyn; Mr D R Pounds; Mr A Ramsbottom; Mr M J G Woodfield; Mr T Woolley.

RHS Staff present:

Ms Karen Robbirt; Ms Lisa Waters. 

Apologies for Absence: Apologies for absence were received from; Mr J Langdon; Mrs R Langdon; Mr D McGlashan.

	9
	Minutes
	Action

	
	9.1
	The Minutes of the meeting held on 27 April 2010 were signed as a correct record.
	

	10
	Matters arising from the Minutes
	

	
	10.1
	Item 3.2. The trials staff confirmed that surplus AGM cultivars held in propagation and also from the completed 2010 trial would be offered to the Curatorial team at Wisley for inclusion in the display beds at RHS Wisley. Some of these delphiniums were likely to be used in the AGM mixed border and the border approaching the new Rose garden.
	Trials Office

	
	10.2
	Item 5.1 The Chairman requested that prior to the first meeting in 2011, members reflect on which AGM cultivars they consider to be candidates for the Sunset List. Criteria to consider should include current non- availability or decline in quality of the cultivar. The Sunset review would need to be completed by the end of 2011.
	 Members



	11
	The 2010 Trial of Delphiniums
	

	
	11.1
	AGM Awards. The trials office reported that the 2010 AGM recommendation to ‘Margaret’ had been ratified by the Herbaceous Plant Committee on 5 October 2010. 
	Members



	
	11.2
	Stuart Ogg Medal. The Chairman announced that following a vote by the Committee, the Stuart Ogg Medal for 2010 had been awarded to ‘Caroline Woodfield’. Dr S Bassett presented the award to Mr M Woodfield on behalf of the Committee. Second was ‘Kennington Classic’ with ‘Margaret’ and ‘Holly Cookland Wilkins’ joint third.   
	

	
	11.3
	Major developments during 2010 had been the occurrence of a phytoplasmal infection in the 2010 trial, and the incidence of tarsonemid mite in one cultivar of the 2011-13 trial. The Chairman reported that although both are regularly reported in delphinium stocks in the U.S., neither have been routinely reported in the U.K. 

Phytoplasmal Infection (‘Aster Yellows’):  In the U.S. transmission is reportedly via leaf hopper but within the UK the vector is unknown. The Chairman thought it likely that the plants of ‘Orpheus’ and ‘My Dark’ were infected prior to 2010 but that ‘Piccolo’ had been infected on the trials field during 2010. All infected plants had been destroyed and there was no evidence of phytoplasmal infection on secondary flowering of any of the remaining cultivars in the 2010 trial. 
The Chairman remarked that he had first seen what he later learned were the symptoms of aster yellows infection of a delphinium in 2004. More than 300 plants are apparently possible hosts of the disease.
Tarsonemid Mite: the isolated incidence of tarsonemid mite had been controlled by the removal of the infected entry and there was no evidence that the mite had transferred to neighbouring plants.
	      

	
	
	Return of Stock Plants to Senders: It was AGREED that due to the problems with ‘aster yellows’ disease and mite infection in the 2010 trial,  plants should not be returned to commercial nurseries. However, they could be returned to amateur senders provided that they were first informed of the infection within the trial. 
	

	12
	The 2011-2013 Trial of Delphiniums
	

	
	12.1
	 The Chairman recommended that one or two stock plants be held overwinter in propagation to safeguard against any undue losses over the first winter, after which no losses would be replaced.
	Curatorial/TO

	
	12.2
	Mr Ramsbottom advised that Tarsonemid mite does not travel far and should not be a problem in the 2011-13 trial. As a preventative measure he suggested that Dynamec (abamectin) be sprayed during April 2011, provided the weather is sufficiently warm. This should be repeated 14 days later. Curatorial would confirm whether this is an appropriate pesticide.
Mildew: Since there are no belladonna-type cultivars in the 2011-13 trial the early incidence and subsequent spread of mildew seen in 2010 should be avoided. Mr Ramsbottom advised that irrigation levels be monitored to ensure moisture levels do not fall. Use a mildew spray early in the season and repeat 2 weeks later: then this should be sufficient to contain mildew early in the season. 
	Curatorial

Curatorial

	
	12.3
	Existing gaps in the 2011-13 bed will be filled once the 2010 trial is lifted in the forthcoming week.
	Curatorial/TO

	
	12.4
	Entry 7. (GW-6). A spare plant of GW-6 delivered today by G.West, to be used as a stock plant. 
	Curatorial

	
	12.5
	Entry 25. (Sdg SB-00/18/11).Middle plant has suffered wind damage. Curatorial to replace this from the stock plant held in propagation.
	Curatorial

	
	12.6
	Winter/Spring Treatment: It is important to ensure the plot is weeded regularly to minimise the spread of pests and disease through the trial. 
	Curatorial


	
	12.7
	Thinning: Due to the variation in both planting date and in the stage of growth at planting, it was noted that in Spring 2011 the plants will vary considerably in their state of development. Given the variation of growth currently seen across the trial, thinning out stems during Spring 2011 would promote a more even trial for assessment in 2011. It was AGREED that the Committee would help the staff with this as necessary and that only one of three plants within each trial entry should be thinned.   
	Curatorial/ Members


	
	12.8
	Trial Assessment Procedure: it was AGREED to defer AGM recommendations until the final year of trial, using the knowledge built up over the three years of the trial. Detail of the assessment scheme to be used in the first year of trial was discussed. This will be finalised early in 2011.  
	

	13
	Membership of the Delphinium Sub-Committee

	
	13.1
	 The Chairman invited nominations for new members for 2011 onwards. Dr Shirley Bassett thanked new members Ashley Ramsbottom, Terry Woolley and Doug Pounds, for their valued contributions to the Committee during 2010.
	Members

	14
	Meeting Dates for 2011

	
	14.1
	Meeting dates for 2011 were discussed. A schedule of proposed dates was circulated at the meeting. This will be distributed and made available via the extranet.
	TO

	15
	Any other business

	
	15.1
	Mr T Blissett and Dr R Holland gave an overview of the Trials Workshop on Specialist Societies, which was held at RHS Wisley on 2 November 2010.The overarching premise of the workshop reflected a valued improvement in communication and co-operation between the RHS, specialist plant societies and National Collection Holders. 
	

	
	15.2
	The problem of communication between Sub-Committees and Council was discussed. It was generally thought a reintroduction of the direct link to Council, which operated by having a Council member assigned to each Committee, would facilitate and improve communications between Council and the Sub-Committees and Assessment Panels.
	

	16
	Date of Next Sub-Committee Meeting

	
	16.1
	The next trials and Sub-Committee meeting will be on 4 May 2011 at RHS Wisley, meeting at 11am on the Portsmouth field, followed by lunch in the Lecture Room.
	Members/ TO/Curatorial

	
	The meeting ended at 1 pm
	

	
	
	For further information, please contact the Committee Secretary by email at plantcommittees@rhs.org.uk or by telephone on 01483 224234.
	

	Chairman …………………

Date ……………………
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