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Hampton
Court 2012

This year’s RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show
(sponsored by Ecover) celebrated gardening, flowers,

design and conceptual ideas
Photography: Tim Sandall, Neil Hepworth and Sarah Cuttle

» ‘Contemporary
Contemplation’

The strong horizontal lines of the
box hedge and slatted timber
boundary in this sleek Show
Garden contrasted with rounded
box balls in curvy pots and tall
white agapanthus. White metal
fretwork was used as a screen and
for a matching cantilevered seat
(designer: OneAbode; sponsors:
Morgan and Neal, OneAbode).
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Gold; Best Conceptual Garden

A Light at the End of the Tunnel’

Designer Matthew Childs created this Conceptual Garden to portray his personal recovery from
injury in the July 2005 London bombings. A limited planting of shade lovers in the gloom of the
tunnel burst out to encompass airy combinations of Gaura, Stipa tenuissima and Gypsophila.
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Silver Flora

< ‘Bridge Over
Troubled Water’

In this Show Garden, steps rise up and
across a large pool of swirling water
(symbolising the path to relief enjoyed
by sufferers once they receive
treatment for bladder complaints).
Soft plantings in pink tones of
Dicentra ‘King of Hearts’, Knautia
macedonica and Dianthus were
complemented by the rusts of
Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’.
Columnar forms of Gleditsia triacanthos
‘Elegantissima’ behind drew the eye
upwards (designer: Anoushka Feiler;
sponsor: Astellas Pharma).

< ‘Summer in the Garden’

In the first year of the Low Cost High Impact Garden category, four gardens had a fixed
budget for build and planting (£7,000, £10,000 and, in this example, £13,000). Here,
designer Mike Harvey’s sunny patio with pockets of thyme in the paving was surrounded
by spires of Eremurus x isabellinus ‘Cleopatra’ emerging through drought-tolerant
Santolina chamaecyparissus ‘Lemon Queen’ and lavender. Rocking chairs made from
pallets faced an open fireplace; textured walls added interest (sponsor: Arun Landscapes).

A Plants used in high places

@ Sempervivums planted on a sloping wall in Conceptual Garden ‘Free Fall’ (designer: Jo Hanslip) can tolerate
challenging conditions. 8 Ivy draws the eye skywards in Modernist-inspired Summer Garden ‘Falling Leaves’
(designer: Elizabeth Seymour; sponsor: Plumpton College). 8 Grasses top the boundary wall of Summer Garden
‘Coastal Drift’ (designers: Susan Willmott and Adele Ford; sponsor: Wyevale East Nurseries). 8 Ferns and Vinca
soften pergola frames in “live outdoors”, a £13,000 Low Cost High Impact Garden (designer: Roger Smith). >>
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A New ways with topiary

Hostas were used to soften the outline of tightly clipped box balls in a shady area in ‘Contemporary
Contemplation’ (see p42). @ Young plants of Eucalyptus gunnii had been clipped into loose balls on ‘Coastal Drift’
(see p43). @ With attractive narrow foliage and a naturally dense, rounded habit, Hebe stenophylla formed
soft mounds in ‘Falling Leaves’ (see p43). 8 The open habit of Pittosporum eugenioides *Variegatum’ was used
as a light informal hedge in ‘Celebration & Jubilation’, a Summer Garden designed by Jayne Thomas.
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