GROWING A GARDEN FOR THE
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Our Vision is to enrich everyone’s life through plants, and make the
UK a greener and more beautiful place. To help realise this, exciting
changes and improvements are planned for RHS Garden Wisley.
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GROWING
New Welcome Building

The Laboratory Reborn

This stylish new entrance and courtyard is where
you can meet up with friends before enjoying the
garden. We are planning a range of facilities
with a new membership area, shop, café and
plant centre. Once you have entered the
garden there will be a village
square and new
restaurant.

Open to the public for the first time in over
100 years… you will be able to step back in
time, and explore where and how scientists
pioneered horticultural research
and where generations of
students have learned
their profession.

New Centre for Horticultural
Science & Learning

Helping everyone garden better, this state of the art
building, set on the hilltop, will open our collections
and research to the public. It will be surrounded
by beautiful educational gardens where you
will be able to see how horticultural
science has an impact on
our daily lives.

WISLEY
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WITH

Each building will be surrounded by inspiring
and beautiful horticulture. A total of seven new
gardens will be created not only by leading
landscape architects but also up and coming
new talent.
The new centre for horticultural science and
learning will be surrounded by three gardens
that focus on globally important issues:

• Health and Well-being: this experimental
garden will have a particular focus on mental
health and well-being.
• Garden Nature Reserve: showcasing gardens
as ecosystem services and nature reserves for
wildlife, people and pollinators.
• World Kitchen Garden (Grow it, Cook it, Eat it):
this garden will demonstrate how connected
we are to the natural world through the
food we eat.

WINTER
The Garden Library
reopens in the
Garden House

SUMMER
Work starts
at Wisley in
the car
parks

2016

AUTUMN
Construction
starts on the
new Welcome
Building

AUTUMN
Improvements
and planting
in the car
parks begins

2017

2018

SUMMER
Preparations
begin for the
creation of Centre
for Horticultural
Science & Learning

The New Welcome Building and The Laboratory
are surrounded by four beautiful spaces:
•A
 n avenue of cherry trees will draw visitors to
the new entrance to the garden and will give
a spectacular feast for the senses in the spring
and autumn.
•T
 wo stunning terraced gardens around
The Laboratory.
•B
 eautiful new gardens will surround our new
cafe and restaurant.

SPRING
Construction
of the new
science
building
starts

EASTER 2018
New Welcome Building
opens with cafe, plant
shop and restaurant
surrounded by beautiful
new gardens

SUMMER 2019
New gardens around
the Centre for
Horticulture Science
& Learning will be
landscaped and planted

2019
Restoration
of the
Laboratory

AUTUMN
Grand opening
of our Centre for
Horticulture
Science &
Learning

2019
& BEYOND:
New landscapes
created; new
plantings begin
to blossom

FOR EVERYONE
GET INVOLVED
Thank you to all our members and visitors for your continued support
for our charitable work. This is an exciting time at Wisley, and there are
several ways in which you can share in the story of our growing garden.
VISIT
We hope you will come to see us regularly, to see how we are getting
on with the projects and how the gardens and buildings are evolving.
We currently have models on display in the Library and in November
2016 we will open our site office to the public – you will be able to
see the plans, and how projects are developing.

VOLUNTEER
We couldn’t do it without you.
Share your love of gardening and our garden by becoming a volunteer at
Wisley. There is so much going on as we develop the garden, there will be
a wide variety of new roles for volunteers. There will be new skills to learn
and you will become a crucial part of Wisley in the future.
We’d love to hear what you think. Drop by the site office at Seven Acres
to keep in touch with how the project develops and share your thoughts
and views.

Find out more at rhs.org.uk/wisley
RHS Registered Charity no. 222879/SC038262

G E T I N V O LV E D

RHS Garden Wisley is the home of horticulture and one of the UK’s most visited
and best loved gardens.
Through our £160 million investment in horticulture. Wisley is growing and we
are investing in its future. We want to make Wisley the best it can be. We want
Wisley to remain a centre of excellence, to continue to be relevant and to meet the
challenges of a changing world. We want it to remain that special place to visit and
love, learn and explore.

A GARDEN OF

HERITAGE
For more than 200 years the RHS has been
the force behind the nation’s gardening.
The RHS flagship garden at Wisley has been
home to RHS Science since 1903 and the
RHS School of Horticulture since 1907. The
Grade II* Listed garden was designed to be
a living laboratory for experimentation and
education in horticulture.

RHS horticulturists and scientists have
combined their experience and expertise
to develop one of the UK’s most important
collection of garden plants and in so doing
established a global knowledge bank to
advance horticultural science and gardening
practices. Today Wisley is a much loved garden
welcoming over a million visitors a year.

PA S T

A GARDEN WITH

PURPOSE
FA C T S
10 PhD students working on horticultural projects
16 apprentices across RHS Gardens
24 students across RHS Gardens

Wisley is more than a beautiful
landscape – it’s a place where art,
science and the practise of horticulture
work in perfect harmony.

LEARNING

The RHS seeks to inspire, inform, involve and
improve. Today thousands of young people
have benefited from training at Wisley and
moved on to careers in horticulture all over
the world. It is vital that future generations
continue to be encouraged to embrace all
aspects of horticulture and understand its
value and purpose.

H O R T I C U LT U R E

FA C T S

The UK is a nation of enthusiastic
gardeners and RHS Garden Wisley is the
RHS’s oldest and best-known garden.
A passion for horticulture is shared here,
cultivated and safeguarded.

RHS Plant Finder lists 72,000 cultivars

1 million visits to Wisley in 2015
RHS website receives 1.5 million unique visits per month
Over 4.5 million UK students involved in Campaign for School Gardening
11 million visits to RHS online gardening advice per year
UK has 27 million gardeners

PRESENT
SCIENCE
FA C T S
2,700 plant pathogen cultures
23,000 insect specimens
80,000 cultivated plant specimens in the RHS Herbarium
database of 325,000 plant names
400,000 cultivated plants in the UK

There are many challenges for our
planet and for gardeners: the growth of
urbanisation, pests and diseases, climate
change, extreme weather, loss of plant
diversity and the unsustainable use of
natural resources. The RHS engages
directly with these global issues. Scientific
research at the RHS focuses on tackling
globally important issues that relate to our
everyday life and resolves issues that help
us all improve our gardens…

YOUR QUESTIONS

ANSWERED

How long will
all this take?
We are planning
to open the New
Welcome Building in
2018 and the Centre
for Horticultural
Science and Learning
in Autumn 2019.

Will this increase traffic and access?
The new arrangements will improve our
coach and car parking. It will increase the
opportunities to visit by bike, foot and bus.
The new facilities will improve access for
people with mobility issues, with more
accessible parking, better loos and flatter
surfaces and transport to help people
access the new building on the hilltop.

How’s it funded?
We can’t do this alone
– in addition to the
investment from the RHS
we’re fundraising for
£12.8million to help build
the Centre for Horticultural
Science and Learning &
restore The Laboratory.

Will this increase visitor numbers?
Will it become too crowded?
Customer service quality remains a
priority. Visitor numbers are likely
to continue to increase and that is
why we are developing the visitor
facilities. More facilities will ensure
that there are more places to eat,
explore, relax, play and learn.
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