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2018 Year Planner
Come and join us for an exciting programme of events in 2018

January

17 January
Winter 
Talk & Walk

RHS Garden
Wisley

Page 16

June

5 June
RHS Chatsworth
Flower Show
Preview Day Tour

Derbyshire

Page 4

19 June
Borde Hill
Garden
& Gravetye
Manor 
West Sussex

Page 14

July

2 July
RHS Hampton
Court Palace
Flower Show
Preview 
Day Tour

Page 7

11 July
Summer
Talk & Walk 
RHS Garden 
Hyde Hall
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April

17 April
Spring 
Talk & Walk

RHS Garden
Rosemoor

Page 17

26 April
RHS Garden
Bridgewater
Preview Tour
Salford, Greater
Manchester
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May

11 May
Eythrope & 
Waddesdon
Gardens

Buckinghamshire

Page 12

21 May

RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show
Preview 
Day Tour
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September

12 September

RHS Fellows’
Garden Party

RHS Garden
Wisley

Page 8

26 – 30 September

The Great
Gardens of 
Rome & Lazio

Italy

Page 15



November

6 November
Autumn 
Talk & Walk
RHS Garden 
Wisley

Page 16



There’s always something new and inspiring going on 
at the RHS Gardens. To find out more, please visit:
rhs.org.uk/gardenswhatson

Don’t forget that the RHS has more than 200 Partner Gardens in the UK and 
abroad, who generously offer free entry to RHS members at selected times. 
To find out more, please visit our website rhs.org.uk/gardens/partner-gardens

All information correct at time of going to print.

Information about RHS Gardens

RHS Garden 
Harlow Carr
Crag Lane
Beckwithshaw
Harrogate
North Yorkshire
HG3 1QB

Telephone 
01423 565418

Opening hours
March – October
9.30am – 6pm 

November –
February 
9.30am – 4pm

RHS Garden 
Hyde Hall
Creephedge Lane
Rettendon
Chelmsford
Essex 
CM3 8ET

Telephone 
01245 400256

Opening hours
March – October
10am – 6pm

November –
February 
10am – 4pm

RHS Garden
Rosemoor
Great Torrington
Devon
EX38 8PH

Telephone
01805 624067

Opening hours
April – September
10am – 6pm

October – March
10am – 5pm

RHS Garden 
Wisley
Woking
Surrey 
GU23 6QB

Telephone
01483 224234

Opening hours
Monday – Friday
10am – 6pm

October – March
10am – 4.30pm

Saturday – Sunday
& Bank Holidays
9am – 6pm

Winter closure 
at 4.30pm
(October – March)

October

5 October
RHS Garden
Bridgewater
Preview Tour
Salford, Greater
Manchester

Page 18

16 October
Annual RHS
Fellows’ Dinner

Apothecaries’
Hall,
London

Page 11

23 October

Autumn
Talk & Walk

RHS Garden
Harlow Carr

Page 17



March

20 March
Behind the
Scenes Tour 
& Reception 
of the RHS
Lindley Library
Vincent Square,
London

Page 12



For a full list of RHS Shows please 
refer to the back of this brochure

Last entry for all RHS Gardens is one hour before closing



As you view the 2018 Fellows’ events programme I hope you are

enthusiastic for the year ahead. We have lots of wonderful gardens to

explore and occasions to celebrate, including a trip to Lord and Lady

Rothschild’s garden Eythrope, famed for its beauty and extensive fruit 

and vegetable production. At the height of summer, we have a visit to

Borde Hill Garden followed by lunch at Gravetye Manor and a tour of 

the transformed garden.

This year’s Show season promises to be as exciting as ever. We are returning 

to the beautiful Chatsworth Estate following the inaugural Show last year.

Press Day Preview tours of RHS Chelsea and RHS Hampton Court Palace

Flower Shows continue to be highlights of the calendar. 

For our international trip, we will be exploring the inspirational gardens 

of Rome and the Lazio region of Italy with a bespoke itinerary. Back in 

the UK, we will view the developments within our new Garden, RHS

Bridgewater and have the chance to see the transformation of this

extraordinary 19th-century garden. In addition, we have our annual,

seasonal curator led tours of each RHS Garden.

We are so grateful for your generosity, which helps us to enrich everyone’s

life through plants. Whether we are Greening Grey Britain, Campaigning

for School Gardening or protecting horticultural excellence for future

generations, it is your help that underpins everything we do. Thank you

once again.

Sir Nicholas Bacon

RHS President
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RHS Shows

RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
Preview Day Tour

Monday 21 May

Join us for an exclusive Preview Day tour of the 105th

RHS Chelsea Flower Show.

While the world’s media begin to report on the show, 
Fellows enjoy a light breakfast followed by private tours 
of the showground from RHS experts.

This special first look takes place on the quietest day of 
show week, before the public or RHS members gain access.
After the morning tours there will be time to explore the 
show further at your leisure.

Truly the most prestigious flower show in the horticultural
calendar, the unique access Fellows enjoy is always one of 
the highlights of the year.

u The Jeremy Vine Texture 
Garden, designed by 
Matt Keightley, RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show 2017

v A group of Fellows enjoying 
a guided tour of RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show 2017 by 
RHS Garden Wisley 
Curator, Matthew Pottage, 
on Preview Day.
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RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 
Preview Day Tour

Tuesday 5 June

2017 saw the inaugural Chatsworth Flower Show and in 2018
Fellows will once again be given access on Preview Day morning,
prior to the official opening of the show on Wednesday.

With the iconic Chatsworth House providing a magnificent
backdrop, Fellows will be welcomed with refreshments before
our preview tours of the beautiful showground, each led by 
an RHS expert. 

The theme of Design Revolutionaries continues in 2018 as
designers are challenged to innovate, express creativity and
celebrate the legacy of Chatsworth's extraordinary trailblazers.

u A view of Chatsworth 
House from the decorated 
Palladian Bridge at RHS 
Chatsworth Flower 
Show 2017

v The Wedgwood Garden – 
A Classic Re-imagined 
designed by Sam Ovens, 
RHS Chatsworth Flower 
Show 2017
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RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show Preview Day Tour 

Monday 2 July

The RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show is on a scale
like no other. Already the largest flower show on the planet,
it continues to develop and evolve, each year providing
endless inspiration and innovation.

Fellows will enjoy refreshments in the beautiful showground
before their exclusive tour of the site with RHS experts.

With more nurseries exhibiting than any other RHS Show,
Hampton Court is truly the plant enthusiast’s paradise. 
Preview Day access allows Fellows a first look at the newest
and most exciting introductions. 

u Great Gardens of the 
USA – The Charleston 
Garden designed by 
Sadie May Stowell, RHS 
Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show 2017

v Southend Council: By the 
Sea Garden designed by 
James Callicott, RHS 
Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show 2017

6
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RHS Fellows’ Garden Party

RHS Garden Wisley

Wednesday 12 September 5pm – 9pm

Just before we say goodbye to the long summer evenings, 
join us for a special reception at RHS Garden Wisley to celebrate 
the newly refreshed and redesigned National Heather Collection,
situated beyond the Pinetum. The heather collection has had a
home at Wisley since the 1920s, and the beautiful new planting
scheme incorporates many new ways to display these classic 
plants, including unusual pairings with grasses. The new Equinox
Borders will be poised to start their late season blooms, as the 
name suggests.

Following the Talk & Walk of this part of the Garden, Fellows are
invited to stay for drinks and a relaxed evening supper after the
Garden has closed. Throughout the evening you will be able to
meet our horticultural experts and hear about the exciting new
projects taking place at Wisley, including the new Welcome 
Building and our Centre for Horticultural Science and Learning.
You’ll also be able to view the new Exotic Garden, which will 
be just over one year old. 

We hope you can join us for this special evening at our flagship Garden. 

Details of the Talk & Walk prior to the reception are also on page 16.

98

u The new Exotic Garden 
in September at RHS 
Garden Wisley

v The colourful National 
Heather Collection
at RHS Garden Wisley 

Fellows’ Annual Events
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Annual RHS Fellows’ Dinner 

Apothecaries’ Hall, London

Tuesday 16 October – 6.30pm

The eighth Annual RHS Fellows’ Dinner will be held at the
historic Apothecaries’ Hall in the heart of the City of London.

Apothecaries’ Hall is the oldest guild hall in London, built in
its current form after the great fire of 1666. Tucked away
from the noise and bustle of the city, this magnificent Great
Hall will be the setting for our delicious three-course dinner
preceded by a drinks’ reception.

This annual gathering is an opportunity for the Society 
to show its appreciation to the Fellows for their ongoing
generosity and to celebrate the difference their support 
is making, enabling us to inspire more people to garden. 
The commitment and loyalty of the Fellows is so important
to us, helping us to realise our vision to enrich everyone’s
life through plants, and make the    UK a greener and more
beautiful place. 

Fellows will be welcomed to the dinner by RHS President, 
Sir Nicholas Bacon and Director General, Sue Biggs, who 
will update Fellows on the Society’s developments and 
plans for the future. Our guest speaker will be announced 
in due course.

u The historic Great Hall 
of The Worshipful Society 
of Apothecaries 
© Society of Apothecaries

v A display of traditional 
apothecary jars 
© Society of Apothecaries



Eythrope & Waddesdon
Gardens

Buckinghamshire

Friday 11 May 
£105 per person 
Includes morning refreshments, a buffet lunch, 
transport between gardens and garden tours.

Join us for a very special opportunity to visit
Lord and Lady Rothschild’s garden at Eythrope
on the Rothschild family’s estate, close to
Waddesdon Manor. The extensive walled
garden at Eythrope is not open to the public.
Famed for its beauty and productivity, this
extraordinary garden works on a scale which 
is now quite rare, producing year-round fruit,
vegetables and flowers.

As well as a private tour of Eythrope, led by 
the Head Gardener, Fellows will also tour the
gardens at Waddesdon Manor with the Gardens
Manager and his team. This is one of the greatest
19th-century gardens in the country, celebrated
for its carpet bedding displays. You will also 
see the beautiful private Water Garden at the
Dairy, where we will be served a private lunch. 

Lord and Lady Rothschild are delighted to invite
the RHS to visit these two great gardens, which 
are brimming with horticultural interest. 

We are limited to 35 places for this visit. 

A booking form will follow.
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u Some of the RHS Lindley 
Library’s historic books

v Kitchen Garden, Eythrope. 
Rothschild Family. 
Photo Tom Hatton 
© The Waddesdon Estate

Garden Visits

Behind the Scenes Tour 
& Reception of the RHS 
Lindley Library

Vincent Square, London

Tuesday 20 March 6.30pm – 8pm

Join us for a reception kindly hosted 
by Carolyn and Michael Portillo at their
beautiful home on Vincent Square. 
We will be joined by Head of Libraries 
and Collections, Fiona Davison, who 
after a welcome reception of drinks 
and canapés will lead Fellows to the RHS 
Lindley Library which is a short walk away.

At the Library, Fiona and her team will 
offer Fellows an exclusive look behind the
scenes of the exhibition, ‘Conserving our
Treasures’. The RHS is fortunate enough to
care for and restore many incredible works
of horticultural art and literature. This out-
of-hours tour will offer Fellows a chance to
see some of the rarest and most exciting
pieces in this vast collection. 



Borde Hill Garden & Gravetye Manor 

West Sussex

Tuesday 19 June
£115 per person 
Includes morning refreshments, three-course Michelin-starred lunch and all garden tours and entrances. 

The gardens at Borde Hill are a horticulturist’s 
paradise, containing plants collected by 
the great plant hunters of the early 1900s.
Set on 11 geological faults, the gardens
have an incredible range of soil types. 
Borde Hill has the largest number of
‘champion trees’ of any private garden 
in Britain and is known for its wonderful 
Jay Robins Rose Garden, filled with 
glorious David Austin varieties. 

Fellows will be greeted with refreshments
before they depart on a short tour of the
House, followed by a tour of the gardens
with the Head Gardener. 

After the tour Fellows will make their way 
to nearby Gravetye Manor for a delicious
three-course Michelin starred-lunch. 
Later, a private tour of the stunning 
grounds at Gravetye will be led by the 
Head Gardener. Gravetye Manor is 
renowned for its impressive walled kitchen
garden which provides fresh produce 
for the restaurant.

We are limited to 26 places on this trip.

A booking form will follow.

Our 2018 international RHS Fellows’ trip, 
will take in the best gardens of Rome and
Lazio. Our bespoke itinerary will include
many of the famous and iconic gardens 
to the north and south of Rome, as well 
as private gems hidden from public view. 

During this four-night trip we will be based
in the five star Hotel Westin Excelsior in the
centre of Rome. Included in our garden visits
are Giardini di Ninfa and Orto Botanico.
Fellows will be accompanied throughout 
by RHS Vice President, Jim Gardiner.

We are limited to 27 places on this trip. 

For the full trip itinerary, price and booking
information please contact the Fellows Team
on 020 7821 3134 or fellows@rhs.org.uk 
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w ‘Dawn’ at Gravetye © Claire Takacs w Villa Borghese Gardens which Fellows will visit during the trip

The Great Gardens of Rome & Lazio

Italy

Wednesday 26 September – Sunday 30 September
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Winter

Talk & Walk

Wednesday 17 January
11am – 1pm 

While winter is a quiet 
time for many gardens,
Wisley has several show-
stopping points of interest
that come alive as the rest
of the Garden slumbers. 
The star without doubt is the
beautiful Winter Walk around 
Seven Acres, which bursts
with colourful stems from
many different dogwoods
and willows, creating a
striking rainbow effect. 
There is also no shortage 
of scent from generous
plantings of Hamamelis
and Edgeworthia.

Summer 

RHS Fellows’ Garden
Party and Talk & Walk

Wednesday 12 September 
5pm – 9pm

Late summer at our flagship
Garden never fails to impress, 
but this year is extra special
as Fellows enjoy a first look
at the recently restored
National Heather Collection.
The tour will also take in 
the Pinetum and beautiful
riverside. The brand new
Equinox Borders will also 
be starting to bloom.

Once the tour has concluded
you are invited to stay for
our annual Garden Party. 
See page 8.

Autumn 

Talk & Walk

Tuesday 6 November
11am – 1pm 

Every autumn at Wisley 
is magical as the stunning
specimen trees and shrubs
end the growing season 
with a last flash of incredible
colour. Wisley has the most
diverse tree collection of 
any RHS Garden, and
autumn is such a splendid
time to really appreciate
this. Fellows will see the best
autumnal highlights around
the Garden, as well as taking
in the progress of our new
Welcome Building on 
Seven Acres. 

RHS Garden 
Wisley x

w Azaleas in the Woodland 
Garden in spring at RHS 
Garden Rosemoor

w The Dry Garden in summer at 
RHS Garden Hyde Hall

w The Main Borders in autumn 
at RHS Garden Harlow Carr

w The colourful stems of Cornus
at RHS Garden Wisley provide 
winter interest in Seven Acres 

w The newly created Equinox 
Borders at Wisley in September

w Acer palmatum 'Elegans' 
in the Wild Garden at Wisley

Spring

Talk & Walk

Tuesday 17 April
11am – 1pm

Nestled deep in its own
valley in North Devon,
Rosemoor truly feels 
like a secret garden full 
of horticultural treats.
Fellows will enjoy a spring
tour of this secluded Garden,
taking in the Heritage 
Apple Orchard in full bloom,
with its many rare Devon
varieties. Other highlights
include the magnificent
Woodland Garden with its
large specimen camellias,
magnolias, rhododendrons
and azaleas.  

Summer

Talk & Walk

Wednesday 11 July
2pm – 4pm

Famous for its dry garden and
beautiful roses, summer is a
wonderful time to visit Hyde
Hall. In the last two years there
have been many changes, 
including a new Welcome
Building and enhanced
horticulture. The new Winter
Garden, and the Global
Growth Vegetable Garden
and Glasshouse have been
enthusiastically received. 

An in-depth tour of these
wonderful new projects as
well as the highlights of
Hyde Hall awaits.

Autumn

Talk & Walk

Tuesday 23 October 
11am – 1pm

Harlow Carr puts on a
wonderful display at this
time of year. Late flowers
from the Main Borders, 
and leaves from the many
woodland trees, combine
to produce a wonderful
blaze of autumnal colour
that is second to none.
Dense and lavish planting
ensure the beautiful
Streamside area continues
to inspire throughout the
season as it winds its way
through the Garden. 

RHS Garden 
Rosemoor x

RHS Garden 
Hyde Hall x

RHS Garden
Harlow Carr x

RHS Talks & Walks
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w RHS gardeners working in 
 RHS Garden Wisley

w An RHS expert gives advice on 
 keeping allotments

w Seed heads of Phlomis russeliana

Gardeners’
Networking Days
These horticulturally themed
days are an opportunity 
for your gardener to learn
new skills and to exchange
ideas and knowledge with
RHS experts and other
professional gardeners. 
Four Gardeners’ Networking
Day are held each year, 
one at each RHS Garden.

Dates and further details
for these networking days
will follow. Should your
gardener wish to attend 
a networking day, please
contact the Fellows Team.

Ask the Experts

RHS Gardening Advice can
help you grow plants, solve
gardening problems, identify
plants and much more. 

We can also test your soil
and report on its texture,
organic matter content 
and PH balance, with easy-
to-follow customised advice.
Simply apply to ‘Soil Analysis
Service’ using the contact
details below. The cost is
£25 per sample for Fellows.

Please contact RHS
Gardening Advice team on
gardeningadvice@rhs.org.uk
quoting your Fellows’
membership number.

RHS Members’
Seed Scheme
The RHS Seed Scheme 
is available exclusively to
Fellows and Members of 
the RHS. You can order 
up to 15 packets of seeds
that have been harvested
from RHS Gardens. To take
advantage of the Seed
Scheme there is a charge 
of £8.50. For more
information please visit:
rhs.org.uk/seedlist

RHS Garden Bridgewater Preview Tour

Salford, Greater Manchester

Thursday 26 April & Friday 5 October
1.30pm – 4.30pm 

July 2017 was a landmark date for the 
RHS as the Society formally took control of
our fifth Garden, RHS Garden Bridgewater.

Work is now underway focusing initially on
the historic 11-acre walled garden, one of
the largest in the UK. The first phase of
the Garden is scheduled to open in 2020. 

This is such an exciting project for the RHS,
Salford and the wider North West and we
hope you will join us and be among the first
to visit this incredible site at the early stages
of its development. Fellows will be taken 
on a private curator-led tour intended to
provide an overview of the site and the 

scale of the task, sharing the master 
plan for Bridgewater which has been
developed by renowned garden designer
Tom Stuart-Smith. 

If you are unable to attend these dates, 
but would like to visit on another occasion
please do get in touch with the Fellows Team.

w A view through the woodland at RHS Garden Bridgewater






