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Somerset nursery

»

A largely mail-order nursery in north Somerset 
specialising in climbing plants proved well stocked with 
choice and tempting finds for the garden or glasshouse
Author: Roy Lancaster, VMH, author, broadcaster and member of the RHS Woody Plant 
Committee. Photography: Tim Sandall

 A
s soon as I saw its 
clustered, fl ame-scarlet 
daisy fl owers I was 
reminded of my fi rst 
meeting with this 

tender, scandent shrub years ago in 
the Caribbean, where it is a familiar 
garden exotic. � e plant in question 
is still commonly known to most 
gardeners in the tropics as Senecio 
confusus which, if you are a stickler 
for up-to-date nomenclature, must 
now be addressed as – wait for 
it – Pseudogynoxys chenopodioides. 
Fortunately, if memory fails, one can 
resort to using the common name, 
Mexican fl ame vine, which aptly 
describes its eff ect in full fl ower. But 
what was it doing in north Somerset?

Family ties
I discovered the answer in August 
last year when visiting Tynings 
Climbers, run by Jane Lindsay and 
Toni O’Connor. It specialises in 
climbers, both hardy and less-so, 
from the temperate and warmer 
regions of the world. It lies on the 
lower slopes of Tickenham Hill, near 
Clevedon, with views south to the 
distant Mendip Hills. Jane’s interest 
in plants began as a youngster, helping 
her family in the market-garden 
business her grandfather had 
established when he bought the site 
in 1963. He had long harboured a 

dream of owning land on which to 
grow soft fruit, vegetables and cut 
fl owers, while Jane’s father and her 
mother (who was a fl orist) ran a fruit 
and veg shop in Clevedon.

Aged 17, Jane went on work 
experience to John Vanderplank’s 
nursery at the time he had taken on 
the National Plant Collection of 
Passifl ora (passionfl owers). Not 
surprisingly, Jane’s own passion for 
climbers grew from this experience. 
When, nine years ago, her grand-
father died, she returned to the 
family business, her head brimming 
with ideas and a determination to 
develop her own dream nursery.

I fi rst met Jane and Toni at an RHS 
London Show where they were 
exhibiting. Jane asked if I could help 
her source Jasminum azoricum, an 
RHS Award of Garden Merit plant she 
wanted to grow. � rough a contact 
I was able to provide cuttings, which 
she rooted. It was with a sense of 
triumph that Jane and Toni presented 
me with a plant of this fragrant 
white-fl owered species that is now in 
my cool glasshouse. 

Pipes and corkscrews
Tynings also grow those curios of the 
climbing world, Dutchman’s pipes 
(Aristolochia), and I was pleased to 
see a friend from the Mediterranean 
in Aristolochia sempervirens 

Tynings
Roy Lancaster visits…

Unusual Vigna caracalla (above) 
may be grown outdoors in 
a pot in summer but is best 
under glass year-round. 
Vivid Pseudogynoxys 
chenopodioides (left) makes a 
glorious conservatory climber.

A lush display 
of climbing 
plants (above) 
well illustrates 
the great range 
of plants grown 
at the nursery. 
Roy and owners 
Jane Lindsay and 
Toni O’Connor 
(left), admire 
some of the many 
plants – hardy 
and tender – in 
which Tynings 
specialises.

Tynings Climbers
Address: 109 Clevedon Road, 
Tickenham, Somerset BS21 6RE
Tel 07812 134849/07929 871406 
Website: 
www.tyningsclimbers.co.uk
Open: visitors by 
appointment only.
Catalogue: download 
from website or send a self- 
addressed envelope with three 
first-class stamps.
Mail order: yes. Orders may 
also be placed and collected 
at their exhibits at RHS and 
national flower shows.
✤ Holders of Plant Heritage 
National Plant Collections of 
Jasminum and Passiflora.

TYNINGS
CLIMBERS

✤

Climbers

Tender Passiflora 
alata (left) is one 
of many superb 
passionflowers in 
Tyning’s National 
Plant Collection. 
The nursery also 
holds a collection 
of Jasminum 
(see p51).
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Read about 
Graham Rice’s choice of unusual 
climbers at www.rhs.org.uk/plants
✤ For more on unusual climbers see 
The Garden, September 2013 

More from the RHS

with its slender, scrambling stems, 
evergreen heart-shaped leaves and 
amusingly shaped tubular fl owers of 
purple with fl ared mouths and egg-
yolk yellow throats. I have seen it 
growing in several gardens in the UK, 
usually against a warm sunny wall.

Curiously shaped, too, are the 
fl owers of Vigna caracalla, a strong-
growing twining legume from 
tropical South America known as 
snail fl ower or corkscrew fl ower in 
reference to the spirally coiled keel 
and standard of the lilac-purple, 
scented fl owers. In Jane’s experience 
these are produced in large quantities 
four or fi ve times through the year. 
Like Mexican fl ame vine, this 
vigorous plant requires a free-
draining soil and plenty of sun and 
warmth. I have seen it growing 
and fl owering well outdoors on a 
house wall in North Carolina, USA. 
In the UK it is best grown in a large 
glasshouse or conservatory with a 
minimum of 10–15�C (50–59�F).

Evergreen Trachelospermum are 
charming twiners with fragrant 
periwinkle-like fl owers. I have 
T. jasminoides on a south wall at 

home but for colder areas Tynings 
recommend the slightly hardier 
T. asiaticum, with smaller leaves 
and creamy yellow fl owers.

Glasshouse crackers 
Among the many other warmth- and 
sun-loving climbers being grown 
I noticed the small, tubular fl owers 
of Manettia luteorubra (Brazilian 
fi recracker), from Paraguay and 
Uruguay, which I also recall from 
Caribbean gardens though Jane and 
Toni recommend it for a heated 

glasshouse or conservatory 
where it is free-fl owering 
from May to October. 

Ceropegia sandersonii, 
mean while, is known as the 
parachute plant, from the 
shape of its mottled pale and 
dark green to white fl owers, 
borne from the tips of 
succulent green, twining 
stems. � is, too, thrives 
and fl owers freely in a warm 
glasshouse. Just as I was 

thinking fl owers couldn’t get any 
stranger, Jane and Toni introduced to 
me Araujia sericifera (cruel plant), a 
twining, evergreen climber with 
fragrant white to pink fl owers in late 
summer whose sticky pollen masses 
are known to trap night-fl ying moths 
by their proboscis until daytime. 

Although from South America, it can 
be grown outdoors in the UK where 
winters are relatively mild and a 
large, warm wall can be provided. 
In ideal conditions it produces large 
green pods to 10cm (4in) long with 
silky, tufted seeds.

Floral abundance
Among the most popular twining 
climbers for a warm glasshouse, 
conservatory or as house plants 
are Mandevilla (sometimes sold as 
Dipladenia) from tropical South and 
Central America. A number of species 
and hybrids produce showy, funnel-
shaped blooms in various colours 
from pink, red, rose and white. 
M. boliviensis is a particular favourite 
at the nursery for its compact growth 
and is easily maintained when 
allowed to twine around a cane 
pyramid or obelisk. Its pure white, 
yellow-throated fl owers are smaller 
than those of most Mandevilla but 
they are freely borne and, in Jane’s 
opinion, are ‘quite beautiful’.

I cannot fi nish this account 
without mention of Jane’s love of 
passionfl owers – for which she 

blames her mentor John Vanderplank. 
� e nursery maintains a National 
Plant Collection of them, ranging from 
the striking, citrus-scented Passifl ora 
alata to the comparatively recently 
introduced P. colinvauxii which is 
endemic to the Galapagos Islands.

All the climbers at Tynings are 
grown in containers under glass. 

Along with Passifl ora, Tynings also holds a National Plant Collection of Jasminum 

Jasmines are a favourite at the nursery, and they 
o� er a good range of tender and hardy types. 
Among the most popular of these is Jasminum 
o� icinale, a rampant grower that I once saw in 
northern Iran growing on forest margins along 
the Caspian shore. There are several selections 
including J. o� icinale f. a� ine which Jane prefers 
for its larger flowers, pink-flushed on the outside 
and better fragrance. My favourite is 
J. o� icinale ‘Inverleith’ – a less 
rampant and sadly less strongly 
scented cultivar, suited to growing 
up posts or drainpipes where it 
develops a pillar-like e� ect. 

The secret to success with more 
rampant jasmines, Jane and Toni 
believe, is annual pruning and thinning 
immediately after flowering. My favourite 
of all the twining, fragrant jasmines, is well-
known J. polyanthum discovered by the French 
missionary Jean Delavay in Yunnan, China in 
1883. Now sold in the thousands by supermarkets 
as a pot plant for the home (and dying by the 

hundreds from subsequent neglect) this is seen 
at its best in Mediterranean gardens where its 
dainty foliage and showers of starry, white 
flowers with contrasting reddish buds are one 
of the joys of spring. In the UK it makes a superb 
conservatory climber but is well worth trying 
outdoors in gardens o� ering a free-draining soil, 
some warmth and protection from cold winds 
in winter. Jane also grows a variegated selection, 

J. polyanthum ‘Greenholm’ 1  with bold, 
creamy-white margins, which she 
found as a sporting shoot many 
years ago. Also best under glass is 

J. grandiflorum 2  a species 
cultivated in warm countries for its 

incredibly scented flowers and used in 
the perfume industry. It should be kept 
frost free. Tynings also grow rarely 
seen J. bignoniaceum (left), which 
produces bright yellow flowers 
throughout the year; it may be grown 
in a sheltered spot outdoors but 
performs best kept under glass.

Glorious 
Clerodendrum 
x speciosum is a 
climber for a warm 
glasshouse (top); 
hardy Aristolochia 
sempervirens will 
grow outdoors 
(above left). 
Mandevilla 
boliviensis (above) 
is free flowering.

Distinctive 
Manettia 
luteorubra 
(below), lives up 
to its common 
name of Brazilian 
firecracker, 
providing fiery 
displays of flower 
in summer.

When it comes to propagation, Jane 
claims she has inherited her grand-
father’s magic touch. Visiting the 
propagation house I was surprised to 
fi nd that there is no mist unit: Jane 
and Toni prefer watering by hand to 
keep in closer contact with the 
cuttings which, they claim, gives 
them close to a 98 percent success 
rate. � ese skills are now being taught 
to Jamie Capern, a former Cannington 
(now Bridgwater) College student, 
who has joined Tynings and whose 
energy and love of plants has already 
made him a vital member of the team.

When I asked Jane and Toni about 
plans for the future, they told me it 
was to make the nursery ‘one of the 
largest collections of climbers in the 
world’. It seems a huge undertaking 
but in their vocabulary I sensed no 
place for the word impossible, and 
the duo’s determination to succeed 
was equally plain to see.
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Roy’s choice of jasmines
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Roy and Jane 
discuss Sollya 

(left). Flowers of 
Ceropegia 

sandersonii, 
(below) the 

parachute plant.




