
 
It’s Your Neighbourhood 
Reference Sheet 
 
Please note: Supporting and encouraging your own local It’s Your Neighbourhood 
projects can earn you marks in Section C of the marking sheet. 
 
What is It’s Your Neighbourhood? 
RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) is part of the Bloom campaign and provides support, 
recognition and reward to small groups of people starting to ‘green up’ and clean up their 
local areas.  Participation is free, and non-competitive.  Advice, guidance and support are 
offered to all participants on an ongoing basis.  IYN projects are run entirely by volunteers 
and tend to be small groups focusing on a defined area.  IYN is supported by the RHS and 
administered by the Regions/ Nations in Bloom. 
 
Who can enter? 
RHS IYN is open to any group eager to make a difference to their local environment.  It 
doesn’t matter if the group consists of a few neighbours keen to tackle local litter and 
vandalism, or a larger community group determined to turn around a problem ‘grot spot’ or 
eyesore.  There isn’t even any need to know about gardening.  We particularly welcome 
beginner groups taking their first steps towards community improvement.  By taking part in 
IYN, groups can breathe new life into their area by improving their local streets and open 
green spaces for the benefit of local people.  IYN participants must be genuine community-
lead groups from within the area where the project is being carried out. 
 
What happens after joining? 
While entries are not judged against each other, each will receive a visit from an 
environmental, horticultural or community development expert, with experience of the wider 
Bloom initiative, over the summer months.  These mentors provide valuable feedback on 
how to develop current activities and encourage ongoing improvements.  Based on the visit, 
each community receives a certificate of achievement of either Establishing, Improving, 
Advancing, Thriving or Outstanding, depending on the extent to which groups have met the 
IYN aims.   
 
What are the benefits? 
Communities participating in IYN see the benefits of: 
 Community ownership and empowerment 
 A healthier community through cleaner and greener surroundings 
 Safer environments for the enjoyment of people of all ages 
 Increased pride and involvement of local people. 
 
How can groups join? 
To register, groups should contact their region/nation Bloom co-ordinators. 
 
Detailed information about IYN can be found online at  
www.rhs.org.uk/itsyourneighbourhood or by contacting the RHS Community Horticulture 
team on 020 7821 3122 / communities@rhs.org.uk 
 


