
Key links:

Nature Park Grant FAQs: Frequently asked questions | 
National Education Nature Park grant / RHS

The Nature Park Grants team can support with any 
questions about the grant or technical issues: 
NatureParkGrants@rhs.org.uk 

Link to the Grant Portal to submit your application: 
https://rhs.flexigrant.com/default.aspx 

Screenshots and guidance to support the £5,000 grant application

Key dates:

• Applications will close midday on Thursday 11th 
February 2027. Settings are strongly advised to submit 
their application well before this deadline to guarantee 
an award.

• Spend all your grant money, collect your invoices and 
receipts by Friday 30th April 2027.

• Complete your expenditure report by Friday 30th April 
2027.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/national-education-nature-park/grants/faqs
https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/national-education-nature-park/grants/faqs
mailto:NatureParkGrants@rhs.org.uk
https://rhs.flexigrant.com/default.aspx


Summary

Overview of the 
grant application, 
with an optional 
guided tour.



Summary

Part 3 involves some prep. You will 
need to:
• Take and upload a ‘before’ photo 

of the area(s) where the grant 
will be used

• Include a title and short 
description of what you plan to 
do with the grant and how 
pupils will be involved

• Provide a rough cost breakdown 
for your project

Part 6 involves some prep: You will 
need to:
• Provide a bank document from 

the last 3 months

Part 1 involves some prep. You will 
need to: 
• Register for Nature Park
• Create your school’s site 

boundary
• Involve learners in mapping 

habitats across the school site
• Complete the Habitat Heroes 

activity (EYFS only) 

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/site-boundary
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/site-boundary
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/habitat-mapping-a-nature-park-guide
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/habitat-mapping-a-nature-park-guide
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/habitat-heroes


Part 1: Eligibility Check

You will need your 
school’s URN. Use this 
website if you are not 
sure what it is:  
https://www.get-
information-
schools.service.gov.uk/ 

Engage staff, parents and 
pupils in planning your 
project. Biodiversity Bar 
Charts and Hidden Nature 
Challenge from Step 1: 
Getting to know your space 
are great ways for pupils to 
explore the site.

Ideas for Improvement in 
Step 3: Making Decisions will 
help pupils in identifying 
where the grant could be 
spent.

https://www.get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/
https://www.get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/
https://www.get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/
https://www.get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/
https://www.get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/
https://www.get-information-schools.service.gov.uk/
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resources/results?key_stage=All&topic=All&duration=All&step=step-1
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resources/results?key_stage=All&topic=All&duration=All&step=step-1
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resources/results?key_stage=All&topic=All&duration=All&step=step-3


Part 1: Eligibility Check The website you are 
using for your grant 
application is separate to 
the website to join the 
Nature Park 
https://www.educationn
aturepark.org.uk/user/reg
ister 

You will need to spend 
your money by 30th April 
2027, as all grant funding 
must be used within this 
academic year.

BUT you can start doing 
your project after this 
date as long as you have 
spent your money. E.g., 
you buy all your 
equipment, soil and 
plants by 30th April and 
start making your 
changes in Summer 
Term 2.

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/user/register
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/user/register
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/user/register


Guidance on how to create 
your site boundary here. 

You might find this easier 
to do from a desktop PC 
rather than a tablet device. 

Part 1: Eligibility Check – this is what you do if you are a nursery setting only

You will need to do the Habitat Heroes 
activity with your children. 

It’s a lovely activity that gets children 
searching for places around your site 
that would make good homes for birds, 
hedgehogs, frogs, worms, spiders and 
butterflies. 

Upload screen shots to show 
that you have:
1. Added your site boundary
2. Have had a go at Habitat 

Heroes

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/site-boundary
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/habitat-heroes
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/habitat-heroes


Guidance on how to 
create your site 
boundary here. 

You might find this 
easier to do from a 
desktop PC rather than 
a tablet device. 

Part 1: Eligibility Check – this is what you do if you are a school/ college

Upload a screen shot to show 
that you have:
1. Added your site boundary
2. Have started to create 

your school’s habitat map

Exploring the unique mix of 
habitats on your school site 
is great and pupils will love 
adding their observations 
to create a digital map of 
your school. 

We recommend starting 
with Ground without plants 
and/or mapping the area 
where you will be spending 
your grant money. 

Helpful links:
• Mapping your Site - gives 

step by step guidance on 
how to map your site

• Video tutorial with 
Giuliana from the 
Community Science 
team (45 mins)

*NB. The example image 
here is from a school who 
have been adding to their 
school map over a term. For 
the grant application, you 
just need to show that 
you’ve started to create 
your school map. It does 
not have to be finished. 

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/site-boundary
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/mapping-your-site
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/mapping-your-site
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQ1fsiWHphw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQ1fsiWHphw


Part 2: Contact information

012 345 6789 Natureparkgrants@rhs.org.uk 
You need to use a school 
email address

You need to have a 
second named contact 
with a personalised email 
address (e.g., not office@) 
at the school in case the 
grant team are unable to 
reach you. 



Useful links for this section:

FAQ page

Eligible item list

Ideas for grey spaces

Ideas for adding/ improving a 
pond

Ideas for adding/ improving a 
grassy area

Add a wildlife-friendly hedge | 
Education Nature Park

Planning and choosing your 
hedge | Education Nature Park

Part 3: How will you spend your grant

Take at least one photo 
of the area(s) you will be 
doing your project in. 

Your ‘before’ photos will 
come in useful for when 
you want to celebrate 
your achievements at 
the end!

This description only 
needs to be brief – it’s 
there to help the grants 
team check that your 
project is being 
completed in an eligible 
area – e.g., adding 
planters to the 
playground is an eligible 
project – but adding 
astro turf to a corner of 
the field is definitely not 
eligible!

Your pupils could create 
the name of your 
project! 

Don’t spend too long 
thinking of the name for 
your project – you can 
always change it later.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/national-education-nature-park/grants/faqs
https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/schools/national-education-nature-park/item-eligibility-for-grant-expenditure
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/change-grey-green
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-pond-or-rain-garden
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-pond-or-rain-garden
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-flower-rich-grassland
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-flower-rich-grassland
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-wildlife-friendly-hedge
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-wildlife-friendly-hedge
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-wildlife-friendly-hedge
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/add-wildlife-friendly-hedge
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/planning-and-choosing-your-hedge
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/planning-and-choosing-your-hedge


Part 3: How will you spend your grant

Write a short description 
of what you are going to 
spend your grant on and 
how you hope it will 
improve biodiversity. 
Your pupils could be 
involved in writing this 
description!

E.g, ‘We will be adding 
three big planters to our 
playground. These will be 
filled with pollinator-
friendly plants, and we 
are looking at getting 
plants that flower in 
different seasons. We 
want to encourage more 
bees, butterflies and 
hoverflies to our school 
site. We will get some 
plants from the local 
garden centre and we 
will spend some of the 
grant on getting 
compost, pots, gardening 
gloves and seeds, so that 
the pupils can grow 
some of the plants 
themselves.’



Part 3: How will you spend your grant

Your description doesn’t 
have to be long – it 
could mention how your 
project will provide 
specific learning 
opportunities for a 
curriculum subject or a 
project for an extra-
curricular club. 

E.g., ‘Once our planters 
have been installed and 
we have an increase in 
pollinators coming to 
visit, our pupils will be 
taking part in the 
Pollinator Count and we 
will use this data to 
create graphs in Maths 
lessons. Our pupils will 
also be using the new 
spaces as inspiration for 
texture and pattern 
topics in Art – and we 
are hoping that the new 
space will make our 
pupils curious about 
nature, spark new 
conversations and 
interests.’

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/pollinator-count


Part 3: How will you spend your grant
Useful links for this section:

FAQ page

Eligible item list

https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/national-education-nature-park/grants/faqs
https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/schools/national-education-nature-park/item-eligibility-for-grant-expenditure


Part 3: How will you spend your grant?

You must spend some 
of your grant on a 
biodiversity 
enhancement, it can be 
in any of these areas.

For example:
• If you want to get 

some compost and 
seeds – put this cost 
in ‘Add flowers/ fruit/ 
vegetables to grey 
space’ 

• If you want to get a 
waterbutt to harvest 
rain water – put this 
is ‘Add rainwater 
storage/ irrigation’ 

This includes:
• Technology (e.g., 

tablets, wildlife 
cameras, digital 
cameras, weather 
station)

• Equipment (e.g., 
magnification pots, 
pond dipping 
equipment, 
stationary)



Part 3: How will you spend your grant?

Contractor, labour 
and specialist 
support in here



Your answers will not affect 
your grant. 

The Nature Park Grant Team 
are interested to know how 
the grant is enabling 
biodiversity interventions to 
happen in schools. 

Part 4: Other Funding Information



Part 5: Project Delivery

Select a start month. We 
suggest you start ASAP so 
that you get your grant 
money early. You might 
want to buy your fieldwork 
and other equipment items 
soon.

It’s ok if you haven’t 
involved your pupils yet – 
but they will need to be 
involved in your project at 
some point this academic 
year - your answer to Q7b 
should have already given 
you some ideas for when 
they will be involved.



Part 6: Grant Payment
You will need to upload a 
bank document from within 
the last 3 months.

Please make sure that your 
bank details are clear in the 
document/ image that you 
upload. 

The Nature Park Grant Team 
are only checking the bank 
details that you have 
inputted match your bank 
statement, they are not 
looking at how much money 
you have in your account. 



Part 6: Grant Payment

Congratulations! Your application is almost complete.

Check through your application on the ‘Summary’ page. 
Once you are happy with your application, click ‘Submit’

What to expect next:

1. The Nature Park Grant Team will review your 
application and will be in touch if there are any errors 
in your application form. 

2. Once the team has reviewed your application form, you 
will receive a ‘Grant Offer Letter’ via email – please 
accept the offer asap!

3. The Nature Park Grant Team will add you to the next 
available payment run (approx. 2-6 weeks after you’ve 
accepted your offer)

4. You can start spending your grant! ☺



Key links:

Nature Park Grant FAQs: Frequently asked questions | 
National Education Nature Park grant / RHS

The Nature Park Grants team can support with any 
questions about the grant or technical issues: 
NatureParkGrants@rhs.org.uk 

Link to the Grant Portal to submit your application: 
https://rhs.flexigrant.com/default.aspx 

Key dates:

• Applications will close midday on Thursday 11th 
February 2027. Settings are strongly advised to submit 
their application well before this deadline to guarantee 
an award.

• Spend all your grant money, collect your invoices and 
receipts by Friday 30th April 2027.

• Complete your expenditure report by Friday 30th April 
2027.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/national-education-nature-park/grants/faqs
https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/school-gardening/national-education-nature-park/grants/faqs
mailto:NatureParkGrants@rhs.org.uk
https://rhs.flexigrant.com/default.aspx
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