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We originally wrote this update to celebrate all those
who have helped to grow RHS Garden Bridgewater,
with just a few months to go until our planned opening
this summer. However, we suddenly find ourselves in
very different circumstances.
Like you and many millions of people, organisations,
and fellow charities around the world, we are having
to adapt quickly to the challenges we are all facing.
We have taken the difficult decision to postpone the
opening of RHS Garden Bridgewater until May 2021.
We know this will be disappointing news for many, but
our priority is keeping you, our members, Volunteers
and Staff safe.
We’ve sadly had to send home our amazing
Volunteers for now. But a core team of Staff is
continuing the hard work, making sure the Garden
flourishes. They’re currently working out how to plant
the 25,000 plants on site, whilst staying two meters
away from each other.

The newly clad Welcome Building will draw you into the unusual pattern
of beds in the Welcome Garden designed by Tom Stuart-Smith.

The 11-acre Weston Walled Garden is divided into several smaller gardens, including
the Paradise Garden and Kitchen Garden, a heritage Orchard, and gardens dedicated to
health and wellbeing, and learning about plants and nature.

On a more positive note, with the beginning of spring
the Garden really has started to come to life. An
incredible amount of effort has gone in to transform
the site into a beautiful green space, and when it opens
next year it will truly be a garden for everyone; from
the local community with whom we have worked to
improve green spaces across Salford, through to the
many visitors who will flock from the North West and
further afield to see this unique project.
The journey to create Bridgewater Garden really has
been a team effort - from local contractors, Volunteers
and community groups, the team here and RHS
colleagues across the UK, to the vital support from
funders and RHS members. I am incredibly proud of
what we have achieved together and I know that we
can all overcome the challenges ahead.
In this Update you can read how Bridgewater has
evolved, those who have given their time and energy
to help the transformation, and how Bridgewater has
helped to transform other green spaces in the region.
From everyone at Bridgewater, we thank you for your
continued support and we cannot wait to welcome you
to the Garden next spring.

“I am incredibly proud of what
we have achieved together and I
know that we can all overcome the
challenges ahead.”

How your support has transformed
RHS Garden Bridgewater
Here we celebrate the amazing progress made at Bridgewater so far, thanks to your support.

After a search lasting many years for a fifth
garden, the former RHS Executive Vice
President Jim Gardiner made an exciting
discovery, a 154-acre site on the outskirts
of Salford, Greater Manchester. Whilst
the site would need almost complete
development to turn it into a world class
garden, the potential was clear; an expanse
of south facing slopes, varying soil profiles
for growing a diverse array of plants,
a rich heritage and the remnants of an
impressive Victorian garden, and within an
hours drive of 8.2 million people.

2017
Work begins to clear the site and unearth
its secrets.

Having drained the historic Lake we began
the task of removing 4ft of leaves and debris
accumulated over 100 years. We discovered that
the lake was far larger than initially thought as
much had completely silted over.

Local contractors repair the walls of
the 11-acre Weston Walled Garden.
Over six months, 80,000 bricks are
salvaged, hand cleaned, and reused
whilst repairing the 1.4km of walls.

2018
35,000m3 of contaminated soil is
removed from what will become the
Kitchen Garden (a hangover from
the questionable Victorian practice of
using arsenic as weedkiller!). This soil
was repurposed elsewhere on site to
limit the environmental impact of the
Garden’s development.

The site’s infrastructure has started to take shape, with
the Garden’s intricate pattern of pathways emerging,
and the below ground drainage and irrigation systems
that will help the gardens above to flourish are
complete.
Work is progressing well on the Welcome Building
which overlooks a brand new lake. The Welcome
Building will optimise natural light, recycle rain water,
and will even have a wildflower meadow on the roof.
Restoration of the historic Potting Sheds has begun.
These will become a dynamic gallery space to showcase
Bridgewater’s fascinating heritage.

2019
With the walls repaired, the Horticultural team
begin the lengthy task of wiring the Weston
Walled Garden with 5.7km of wire and over
5,500 vine eyes. This will support an array of
fruit trees trained into beautiful shapes.

Autumn finally saw the first new plants to join the
Weston Walled Garden, the first of 100,000 plants
planned for Bridgewater. Here tree surgeon Mike
plants a pleached tree in the Paradise Garden,
which alone requires 27,000 plants.

With the beginning of spring the Garden is
starting to flourish. For the time being, a
team of core Staff at will be taking care of
the Garden until we can welcome back our
fantastic Volunteers. They are currently
tasked with planting 25,000 plants on site.

The Fruit House and the Mediterranean
House within the Paradise Garden are nearly
complete. Built along the Weston Walled
Garden’s south-facing wall, these Victorian
style glasshouses will allow tender plants to
be grown throughout the seasons including
heritage apricots, figs and pineapples.

2020
The final touches are being added to
the Weston Walled Garden, including
the finishing layer to the pathways,
turning them a lovely golden colour.
The cladding on the Welcome Building
has been finished, with the design
taking inspiration from the Bridgewater
canal, echoing the long, low, and linear
lines.

The people behind RHS Garden Bridgewater
Over the past three years, many hundreds of people
have played a part in bringing RHS Garden Bridgewater
to life. From local contractors and community groups,
to plant nurseries and university partnerships – we
couldn’t do it without you.
There is one group in particular that we would like
to extend a special thanks - the amazing Volunteers
who have dedicated so much of their time to create a
garden for the future. Since summer 2017, over 800
volunteers have given up an incredible 27,000 hours of
their own time to help at the Garden.
Lissa Davenport, Volunteer Co-ordinator, tells us:
‘The volunteers have been brilliant – working in the
worst weather conditions and in so much mud over
the last six months. They are so positive, energetic and
really get stuck in which is very motivational for the
staff teams working with them.
They come from all sorts
of backgrounds and
careers, from engineers
to artists; people who
have taken a day off to
volunteer with us; or
unemployed people
looking to improve their
skills. It’s such a great way
to bring people together.
Without the volunteers’
time, skill, dedication,

“I really do enjoy myself down here. It’s doing
something for the RHS, for the local community
– I’m getting involved in something that’s on my
doorstep that’s going to be amazing.”
Andrew Robinson, Garden Volunteer (centre)
good humour and enthusiasm we wouldn’t have been
able to get this far in developing the garden.’
‘Before Bridgewater opens, there will be lots more
volunteering opportunities and next year we’ll be
looking for people to help out our Visitor Services and
Retail teams. We’d love for you to join us.’
To find about more about future volunteering
opportunities, visit rhs.org.uk/voluntaryroles

Growing the next generation of gardeners
Jennifer Mutch,
Education and Learning
Manager, tells us about
Bridgewater’s exciting
education programme.

Next Spring, RHS Garden Bridgewater will be
welcoming school children from all over Greater
Manchester and beyond to take part in free workshops
and activities.
Over the past few months I’ve been collaborating with
the team here at the RHS and with the local community
to develop a selection of fun, interactive sessions
tailored to children and young people from 3 - 18.
Our ethos is around three core pillars – wellbeing,
the environment, and building horticultural skills and
knowledge to inspire the next generation. I’ve really
enjoyed getting out and about chatting to teachers
in local schools to understand their pressures and
priorities, and to reflect on how they might want to use
Bridgewater as a valuable resource to enhance their
activity in the classroom.

Students Stella Yang and Karsan Karavadra, of
Manchester Metropolitan University, won a nation wide
competition to design the Community Learning Garden.

Our fantastic spaces offer an amazing opportunity for
schools to engage with Horticulture in an inspiring
setting. The Learning Studio is a bright, modern
space overlooking the new lake. Promoting a sense of
wellbeing, it’s the perfect base for students to begin
their journey of discovery during a visit to the garden.
Inspired by the idea of plants as machines, the
Community Learning Garden is an interactive outdoor
space that encourages students to discover how plants
grow and the amazing adaptations that help them
survive.
With a range of interesting species to explore,
including sensory herbs and edible plants, the garden
is the perfect place to apply horticultural skills and
knowledge in a fun, practical way. As well as these
more formal learning areas, teachers have also been
excited to find out about our Wild Play area in the
woodland. With opportunities to build dams, explore
and experiment with the natural environment and let
off steam on adventure play equipment, this is sure to
be a favourite spot for visiting schools.
Workshops will be active and fast paced, encouraging
the application and development of knowledge and
skills through engaging with our beautiful garden. They
will understand why and how to look after plants and
how their actions can help build a greener, happier
future.
To give a flavour of the programme, some of the
themes we’re going to explore include plant science,
biodiversity, edible plants and how they’re grown,
sustainable garden design and climate change and even
biomimicry! After all of this planning and preparation
I can’t wait to see children out and about enjoying our
wonderful garden!

Gardening for friendship
Gardening with others can help to combat
loneliness and social isolation. Discover how
RHS Regional Development Manager Claire
Drury has been working with a local women’s
group to bring people together.

On a pouring day in September a small group of
women, dressed head to toe in waterproofs, are
determinedly tapping out pots of primroses and
Heuchera. They are busily rehoming them into their
new garden, at the Salford Foundation’s St Mary’s
Centre in Eccles.

‘We’ve led guided gardening sessions but we’ve
interspersed our visits with self-directed work,’ says
Claire. ‘We wanted activity to continue without us
being here, to ensure the women feel a sense of
ownership. This is their project, so the last thing we
want to do is build up a culture of dependence.’

To say they are proud of their work is an
understatement. These women, who have multiple and
often complex needs, are part of Salford Foundation’s
‘Emerge’ project, which aims to reduce loneliness
and social isolation by developing peer support
programmes.

‘I love doing the garden, it takes my mind off
my problems and we have a laugh together.’
A participant of the Salford Foundation’s
Emerge Project

A study commissioned by the RHS has highlighted
that more than half of adults in the UK suffer from
loneliness. But taking up a new hobby or joining a
community group can go a long way to combat these
feelings.
The women in this group have been brought together
to renovate the unloved and underused garden at the
Centre, with the support of the RHS Greening Great
Britain initiative. The Centre already has an allotment
project off-site, however, staff wanted further outdoor
opportunities so that more women could enjoy the
benefits of community gardening.
RHS Regional Development Manager, Claire Drury first
met the women in the spring and, whilst she has been
facilitating the project, she’s been encouraging them to
make all their own decisions so that the finished garden
is truly theirs.

To get the garden planning process underway, Claire
took the group to visit a small urban allotment nearby
and give them an idea of what they could achieve in
their own space.
‘Then we all went to RHS Tatton Park Flower Show
together to get some more inspiration - actually it
rained then too,’ Claire says, ‘but the women couldn’t
stop grinning. They thoroughly enjoyed themselves and
came away with tonnes of ideas.’
Back at St Mary’s, Claire showed the group how to do
a simple site survey, to map the existing space before
they started transforming it.
‘They were totally phased by that at first,’ says Claire.
‘The idea of doing maths put them off, but we kitted
them out with clipboards and squared paper and
introduced the idea of a yard as just being a ‘really
big stride’. Then we sent them off in pairs to do ‘the

After that, the women’s confidence grew. They each
created a mood board, pooled all their suggestions and
added a selection of everyone’s ideas to the site plan.

When the garden is planted up and the rain has
cleared, the site is transformed. It’s a place for women,
created by women, where they can sit together and
have a chat over a cup of tea. Outside of the weekly
gardening sessions, many of them stop by for a few
minutes each day on their way to the Centre, to sweep
the paths or do some weeding.

‘They wanted it to be colourful,’ says Claire ‘with
something in flower every season. They also wanted
it to be wildlife-friendly, and those things actually go
hand in hand. If you’ve got something flowering in all
seasons, you’ve got something for wildlife, too.’

‘It really has brought them together. They’ve
created friendships here, it’s not just a garden.’
Claire Drury, RHS Regional Development
Manager

Back out in the garden Phil, the Foundation’s CEO has
braved the weather. Through the rain, he watches how
confidently the group are bedding in lady’s mantle and
other herbaceous perennials, and says he is more than
a little surprised by how much they have embraced the
project, as they can often be hard to engage.

The centre is on a popular thoroughfare and the site
of the garden has previously suffered problems with
fly-tipping. Staff were worried that it might be prone
to vandalism, but as one of the women says, ‘Local
people can see how hard we’ve worked on it and how
important it is.’, so that hasn’t been an issue.

Since getting involved, some of the women have said
that their enthusiasm has allowed them to gain new
control over other areas of their lives. For others, it’s
translated into gardening at home.

And this is just the beginning. The group has signed
up to take on a Community Grow Plot at RHS Garden
Bridgewater in the spring, where they can access a
programme of skill-building masterclasses and receive
expert advice from the horticultural team on site.

Ministry of Silly Walks’ around the garden. In five
minutes, they’d mapped out the number of steps they
took on paper and had a good laugh in the process.
Job done!’

‘You’ve cost me a hundred quid you have!’ One of the
women says to Claire. ‘Doing this has made me do
up my own place. I’ve already got one of those ‘Red
Robins’ and now I need to get one of those…’ gesturing
at a Heuchera.

‘Our project aims to find out what works best in
reducing loneliness for women in Salford. The RHS
gardening project has given the ladies a new and joint
interest.’ says Joanne Clough, manager of the Emerge
project.

The Community Allotments at RHS Garden Wisley have been amazing in bringing people
together. We hope to have the same impact with the Community Grow Plots at Bridgewater.

The Future of RHS Garden Bridgewater
Whilst the opening of RHS Garden Bridgewater has
been delayed to next spring, we know that the Garden
will be all the more special when it does open. We are
also excited to say that this will be just the beginning
of the Garden.

We also hope to expand our horticultural work
through a new arboretum and architecturally stunning
glasshouse. We will highlight the unique historic
features of the 154-acre site including the renovation
of the lost Nesfield terraces.

In the coming years we hope to grow our education
programmes and create more opportunities for young
people. With investment, we hope to develop a new
learning centre at Bridgewater, building new skills and
new facilities in the North West, allowing us to inspire
more children and young people than ever to grow.

Thank you so much for supporting this once in a
generation project. I hope you can see from this
Update just how important your support is. We hope
you will join us at the Garden next year, and support
our work with young people, local communities, school
groups and all our visitors in the years to come.
Find out about future plans, visit rhs.org.uk/bridgewater

There are a number of ways that you can get involved…
Donate

Every gift helps towards bringing our
new garden to life. Donate online at
rhs.org.uk/supportbridgewater

Join the RHS

As a member, you’re supporting our
charitable work to enrich everyone’s
life through plants. Join online today
at rhs.org.uk/join

Stay in touch

Follow our progress @RHSBridgewater
on Twitter and Facebook, and on our
website:
rhs.org.uk/bridgewaternewsletter

Partnerships with local corporates

We are delighted to partner with corporates who share our vision for a vibrant garden where people can experience the joy of plants,
help their health, improve their environment and learn to grow things.
If you would like to discuss the opportunities for corporate partnership, and explore our packages and recognition options, please
contact Ruth Ellul, Senior Philanthropy Manager (North) ruthellul@rhs.org.uk
For further information contact the fundraising team: developmentoffice@rhs.org.uk
RHS, 80 Vincent Square, London SW1P 2PE Phone: 020 7821 3124.
The garden is enabled by Salford City Council and Peel Land and Property.
We'd love to hear your comments, suggestions and memories of the site.
Email bridgewaterfeedback@rhs.org.uk
RHS Registered Charity No. 222879/SC0E8262

