
Newsletter
December 2019



In September, 
the Garden 
team began the 
mammoth task 
of planting the 
11-acre Weston 
Walled Garden 

with the help of hundreds of fantastic 
Volunteers. Over the past two months we’ve 
received over 40,000 plants to the site - from 
beehive-shaped topiary beech and locally 
grown yew hedging, to snowdrop bulbs and 
a green olive tree – all to be planted by the 
end of the year.

These are just some of the 130,000 plants 
destined for Bridgewater, and the first 
stage in transforming the site from an 
infrastructure project into a beautiful 
garden. Planting will cease over winter 
months and begin again in spring ready for 
the grand opening in summer 2020. 

Update from Richard Green
Head of Site at RHS Garden Bridgewater

There’s lots still to do, but with the initial 
planting now establishing a form and 
structure to our gardens, it’s great to see the 
plans becoming a reality.

At the same time, we are still recruiting the 
team who will be vital to running the Garden 
next year, with positions ranging from Turf 
Specialists to Events Managers. We’re also 
focused on reaching our final fundraising 
target, and we were delighted to welcome 
RHS Ambassador Carol Klein to Bridgewater 
to celebrate the launch of our Appeal earlier 
in the year. 

Thank you to everyone who has already 
donated, and we hope everyone will join us 
in helping to create Bridgewater.

You can find out more about RHS Garden 
Bridgewater at 
rhs.org.uk/bridgewater 

The Welcome Building under construction 
alongside the new Lake



Update from Richard Green
Head of Site at RHS Garden Bridgewater

Welcome building milestone
Another milestone was reached at the end 
of October, when the final piece of the green 
roof on our emerging Welcome building was 
put in place, marking the completion of the 
build structure. 

Located at south east of the garden, the 
Welcome building has structural ‘trees’ that 
support a timber roof, which floods the 
building with light. The roof is made from 
spruce and each of the 16 segments weighs 
an impressive 11 tons. It has been designed 
with rainwater harvesting, a green roof and 
ground source heat pumps. The rainwater 
harvested will be used for the WCs, and the 
wildflower meadow roof will help regulate 
the temperature.

Architect of the building, Stephen Hodder, 
told us “I wanted to design a Welcome 
building that functions as a threshold to 
the beautiful garden beyond, that is filled 
with light and will make you feel like you’re 
outside before you’re actually outside; a 
building that people will be uplifted by. 

The inspiration for the Welcome building 
comes in part from the raised Bridgewater 
Canal on the southern edge of the site; it 
creates a very strong horizon, which we echo 
in a building design that is low, long 
and linear.”

The building sits at the end of the car park, 
which has ample cycle racks, and visitors 
will step into Bridgewater’s newly created 
gardens. The building will also house two 
learning studios and retail area with indoor 
plant sales. The café overlooks a new lake, a 
massive 4,700m2, which links to the old lake 
via the new Chinese Streamside Garden.

The dedicated learning studios will welcome 
around 7,000 school children a year for 
free, where they will enjoy curriculum-linked 
workshops delivered by our Education team. 
A nearby learning garden will allow them 
to go outside and get their hands dirty as 
they learn about gardening, plants and the 
environment.



Bridgewater for better health

RHS Therapeutic 
Gardener, 
Ozichi Brewster, 
explains: “The 
people who’ve 
been referred 
to volunteer 
at Bridgewater 
regularly see their 
GP or have A&E 
appointments for 

chronic conditions that can flare up. As part 
of our research we’re going to assess the 
positive impacts of working in the garden 
on people’s wellbeing and how soon it’s 
experienced.

There are many ways you can use gardening 
and being in nature as a resource to help 
people who are suffering a diverse range 
of conditions. Sometimes people don’t feel 
well enough to tackle gardening because it 
can be seen as hard work –  digging can feel 
like that. But doing things like weeding 
and picking ‘deadheads’ off a 
plant can be very therapeutic.

 

Our pioneering Social Prescribing programme is now underway, with 30 
people signed up as supported volunteers to the project so far.

The person is engaging with nature and out 
in fresh air. Extend that to creating things 
using plants, beautifying an area or seeding 
a space to grow things to eat; all those 
elements have a ‘give back’ factor that is 
satisfying and instantly rewarding.”

Participants in the social prescribing 
programme are not only impacting on their 
own health and wellbeing, they are playing 
a vital part in the creation of Bridgewater, 
supporting the horticulture team across the 
154-acres Garden whilst hard landscaping 
for the Wellbeing Garden continues. 

The supported volunteers have 
also collaborated with the Woodland team, 
who are replanting the pond, to create 
hessian encased plug plants that can be 
dropped into the water and won’t float 
away. 



“You’ve got the support of people, 
and you can talk and they know what 
you’re going through. We’ve made 
friends and it’s made my day coming 
here, it’s very therapeutic.” 
Lorna Flanagan, 
Social prescribing referral 

The volunteers’ building has been 
transformed by hanging baskets and 
troughs, and a wellbeing area has been 
created in the surrounding woodland. 

Within the outer walled garden we’re 
creating 10-20 Community Grow Spaces 
for up to 100 people to get involved in 
regular gardening activities each year. 

We’ll be working with local community 
organisations and partners who’ll look 
after the plots. They’ll receive a range 
of support and learning, whilst also 
discovering the positive impact of 
engaging with nature on their health and 
wellbeing. 

There will be four central plots for 
community groups to work on, growing 
green manures and produce for a local 
food bank. Groups will also share some 
of the spaces in the garden, including 
a shared polytunnel in the Frameyard, 
enabling people to support each other. 

There will be a communal seating area in 
the centre positioned beneath striking 
umbrella-shaped trees. This will provide 
dappled shade and create a focus, as the 
trees will stand above a planted hedgerow.

Community Grow Spaces

The Community Grow Space has been 
designed by RHS Student Katie Irwin who 
is based at Bridgewater. Katie told us: 
“The hexagonal beds of different sizes, 
depths and heights are designed to make 
the Grow Spaces accessible to everyone. 
This project will bring together people 
from all backgrounds, to enjoy growing 
and being outdoors, working together to 
create something special.”

The Volunteers’ Base 
gets a flowery makeover



As we transform Bridgewater into a world-
class garden, our Community Engagement 
team, Claire, Andy, Holly and Rosie are 
working with local communities to help 
them to transform their own green spaces 
and get involved in creating our garden.

We’re working in partnership with local 
organisations to give people who live and 
work in Salford the opportunity to come 
and get stuck in at Bridgewater. 

We’re already working with over 20 
community and school groups to develop 
their own gardening projects across 
Salford. On top of all this, we’ve teamed 
up with Salford CVS and Salford Clinical 
Commissioning Group to fund 15 green 
space projects within Salford designed to 
promote health and wellbeing.  

Here are two of the recent projects the 
team have worked on:

How Bridgewater’s Community Engagement Team 
is taking gardening to the local area

Salford Foundation’s St Mary’s 
Centre
The Community Team joined women from 
across Salford at St Mary’s Centre. Working 
with a core group of six women, with 
another 22 taking part, the Team helped the 
women create a garden after the site was 
cleared. This included incorporating the 
existing trees and shrubs, as well as planting 
a range of spring-flowering bulbs and adding 
herbaceous perennials. 

Once the planting was completed for the 
autumn, the Team held a maintenance 
and evaluation session to ensure all the 
staff and women involved were confident 
looking after the new garden area and to 
get feedback on their experiences on the 
project. We’re now looking at how we can 
continue to work together on exciting new 
opportunities to make the centre even 
greener.

Claire, Andy and Holly from Bridgewater’s Community Engagement Team



One of the planted up beds at Lark Hill School, with strawberries, runner beans and Dahlias

Through the RHS’ Greening Great Britain 
initiative, we worked with over 100 
pupils from the Lark Hill Primary School, 
who linked up with Friends of Chimney 
Pot Park, to plant up both the Park and 
their school garden. The school sessions 
covered growing seeds, planting in 
Chimney Pot Park and finished with two 
days of planting at the school.

The initiative meant that the RHS supplied 
the school with a set of high quality 
tools specifically designed for early years 
outdoor gardening and education. 

Plants were also reused from the Tatton 
Flower Show, meaning a great new home 
for these for years to come. The pupils 
were all very engaged with the planting 
in the Park, and are excited to have a 
selection of plants in their playground. 

We are delighted that the school are also 
going to be hosting an ‘Early Years Garden 
Explorer’ training session for teachers from 
across the North West with us next year.

Lark Hill Primary School and Chimney Pot Park

Getting involved at a community planting 
day at Chimney Pots Park 



As a special thank you to those who 
have donated to the Bridgewater 
Appeal, we have the following giving 
levels:

Bridgewater Supporter: £100
Your name, or perhaps the name 
of a loved one will be included in a 
unique first edition of the Bridgewater 
Guidebook, for Appeal donors only. 

Poplar: £1,000
You’ll receive a behind the scenes tour 
of the Garden during development, 
and an invitation to a special reception 
to celebrate the opening.

Apple: £5,000 
You will also have your name displayed 
within the Garden. 

Please request full details for these 
levels: 
Pear: £10,000, Lime: £25,000, 
Beech: £50,000

We’ve made great progress at Bridgewater, 
but there’s still a lot to do. You can help 
transform Bridgewater into a beautiful 
garden: over the next few months we 
need to purchase the thousands of plants 
planned for the garden.

Your gift could help plant one of the 50,000 
herbaceous plants, the 5,000 grasses, or 
2,500 shrubs, including:
w 71 heritage fruit trees in the Orchard 
Garden
w 27 water lilies in the Lily Pool within the 
Paradise Garden
w 504 shrubs in the Kitchen Garden
w 31 beehive shape topiary beech in the 
Entrance Garden
w 200 bulbs in the Wellbeing Garden

Your gift will make RHS Garden 
Bridgewater grow – thank you!

Help grow a new RHS 
Garden 

Donate online at rhs.org.uk/supportbridgewater
or call 020 7821 3125

RHS Arboriculturist Mike handles one of the 
first trees to be planted in the Paradise Garden



Donate
Every gift helps towards bringing our new 
garden to life. Donate online at 
rhs.org.uk/supportbridgewater

There are a number of ways you can get involved…

For further information contact the fundraising team: 
developmentoffice@rhs.org.uk
RHS, 80 Vincent Square, London SW1P 2PE   
Phone: 020 7821 3124
We'd love to hear your comments, suggestions and memories 
of the site. Email bridgewaterfeedback@rhs.org.uk 
The garden is enabled by Salford City Council and 
Peel Land and Property

Join the RHS
As a member, you’re supporting our 
charitable work to enrich everyone’s life 
through plants. Join online today at 
rhs.org.uk/join

Stay in touch
Follow our progress @RHSBridgewater on 
Twitter and Facebook, and on our website: 
rhs.org.uk/bridgewaternewsletter

Partnerships with local 
corporates 
We have bold and ambitious plans for our 
world-class garden in Salford and our work 
with local communities and schools. We are 
delighted to partner with corporates who 
share our vision for a vibrant garden where 
people can experience the joy of plants, help 
their health, improve their environment and 
learn to grow. We would be glad to discuss 
your priorities and explore our packages 
for corporate support in the garden, and 
the recognition different support levels 
would attract. Please contact Ruth Ellul, 
Senior Philanthropy Manager (North) 
ruthellul@rhs.org.uk

Volunteers weeding near the Historic Gardener’s Cottage


