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How to find us
RHS Garden Hyde Hall, Creephedge Lane, Rettendon, 
Chelmsford  Sat Nav: CM3 8RA  Tel: 0845 265 8071*
From the A130 head towards South Woodham Ferrers on the A132

Eating & Drinking
No garden visit is complete without a tasty treat or two. Find delicious 
seasonal offerings in our restaurant housed within a magnificent 
thatched barn, or in our modern, light and airy café.

Shopping at Hyde Hall
Find gorgeous gifts, from our wide range of home-ware, books, 
specialist foods, toiletries, toys and plants.

Turn your hobby into a passion
Join us today from just £42.75 and enjoy a year of fantastic 
member benefits including:
•  Free access to our four RHS Gardens with a family guest and free entry 

to more than 175 RHS Partner Gardens throughout the UK
•  Free copy of the monthly RHS magazine, The Garden
•  Free, personalised gardening advice – by phone, email or in person
•  Priority booking, Members’ days and discounted rates for RHS Shows.
Join today at the membership desk or visit rhs.org.uk/join or call  
020 3176 5820 (weekdays 9am – 5pm)

Autumn Event Highlights
As we head into autumn, celebrate the best  
of the season with our great range of events.
Food Festival 7 – 9 October
Pumpkin Day 29 October
Free Day 4 November
Autumn Festival 5 – 6 November
Christmas Shopping Evening 17 November
Children’s Magic of Christmas 25, 26, 27 November
Children’s Magic of Christmas 2, 3, 4 December
Christmas Sparkle Gift Fair 3 – 4 December

FUN THINGS TO DO FOR KIDS
Hyde Hall is made for fun and adventure. Climb the Higgledy Hyde woodland tower, 
swing on the ropes, whizz on the slide, wiggle on the wobble board, do a garden trail 
or get crafty on one of our activity days.

Little Acorns Pre–School Gardening Club
6 July & 7 September, 10.30am – midday
A fun and informal club for budding gardeners that will help stimulate an interest in gardening. 
Additional cash payment of £2 per child applies.

ROCKET SCIENCE
OUT OF THIS WORLD GARDENING
23 JULY – 31 AUGUST 

Summer Holidays – Rocket Science
Inter-galactic Garden Trail
23 July – 31 August
Our space-themed trail will take you on an  
inter-galactic journey through the garden. You 
are on a space mission to Mars and to survive 
you must find all the space facts around the 
garden and solve the puzzles on your way to 
find the right secret launch sequence for the 
rocket science project to ensure the rocket ship 
takes off.

Weekday Art & Craft Days
Join our themed Art & Craft sessions which  
run Monday – Friday. Free drop-in sessions.  
10am – 3.30pm (last entry at 2.30pm).
Stars 25 – 29 July
Planets 8 – 12 August
Comets 15 – 19 August
Gravity 22 – 26 August

Monday Moon Dust Pictures
25 July & 1, 15 & 22 August
Use coloured moon dust to create fun,  
space-themed pictures. 
Free drop-in sessions. 10am – 3pm,  
last entry 2.30pm.

Tuesday Storytelling
26 July & 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 August
Sessions at 11am, midday, 1pm & 2pm  
(bookable on arrival). Join our storyteller for 
interactive space stories and walks around  
the garden.

Wednesday Workshops:  
Mad Science
Our mad scientist will be holding space-themed 
workshops every Wednesday. Book your tickets 
on 020 3176 5830. Cost £5 per child, plus 
normal garden admission. Two sessions per day: 
11am – midday and 1pm – 2pm.
Rockets & Forces (with rocket car) 27 July
Space Race (with rocket launch) 10 August
Fantastic Flight 17 August
Radical Robots 24 August

Thursday Puppets
28 July & 4, 11, 18 25 August
A chance to make a space-themed puppet  
to take home and enjoy. £5 per child, plus  
normal garden admission. Book your tickets  
on 020 3176 5830.

Friday Face Painting
29 July & 5, 12, 19, 26 August
10am – 3pm, cost £3 per child. Space-themed 
face painting. What will you be… a spaceman 
perhaps, or maybe just have stars or a rocket 
painted on your face?

FUN THINGS TO DO FOR KIDS
Hyde Hall is made for fun and adventure. Climb the Higgledy Hyde woodland tower, 
swing on the ropes, whizz on the slide, wiggle on the wobble board, do a garden trail 
or get crafty on one of our activity days.

Special Event Day –  
Space Tea Party
19 August, 11am – midday & 3pm – 4pm
A tea party with a difference. Come and enjoy 
an inter-galactic experience with our space-
themed tea party. Enjoy yummy sandwiches 
and cakes that are out of this world. Bookable 
on 020 3176 5830. Cost £14.95 per person,  
plus normal garden admission.
You can also have your photo taken looking 
through our peephole rocket, play with our 
garden games and admire the rocket-themed 
planters.



Events key:
 Gardening      Food      

 Arts and Crafts      Days Out

What’s on –
Summer 2016

Armed Forces Day 
25 June, 10am – 5pm
In support of Armed Forces Day, army personnel 
and their families can enjoy free entry to Hyde 
Hall. Please bring along a valid identity pass  
to claim entry.

Southend Art Club Exhibition 
1 – 10 July, 10am – 5pm
Enjoy an exhibition of art by members of the 
Southend Art Club. All pieces will be available  
to purchase.

Jazz on a Summer Evening 
2 July, 7pm – 10pm
Wickford Rotary Club will be holding their  
annual event to raise funds for St Luke’s Hospice. 
Bring your own picnic and chairs. Some hot food 
also available. Cost: Adults £14, Under 12s £6.  
Tickets hotline 020 3176 5830.

Thursday Lates 
7, 14, 21 & 28 July, 5pm – 9pm
Our Thursday late evenings in July offer the 
opportunity to enjoy a peaceful evening stroll in 
the garden at the special price of just £5 after 5pm. 
There will also be a BBQ to enjoy.

Cactus & Succulent Show 
16 – 17 July, 10am – 5pm
Join members from the Chelmsford branch of the 
British Cactus & Succulent Society for their annual 
show featuring a stunning plant display, sales, 
informative talks, help and advice.

Flower Show Breakfast   
(exclusive to RHS members)
4 & 5 August, 7.45am arrival
Beat the crowds and benefit from premium 
parking, a full English breakfast, a guided garden 
tour and early bird entry to the show. Price 
£22.50. Booking essential on 020 3176 5830.

Theatre evening –   
Romeo & Juliet
13 August, 6pm – 10pm
Romance. Swordfights. Potions. Tragically slow 
messengers. The Pantaloons give Shakespeare’s 
tale of ill-fated love a fresh twist in the open-air. 
Tickets available via 020 3176 5830,  
Adults £14, Children £6. Gates open at 6pm, 
performance starts at 7pm.

Roses & Posies 
11 – 12 June, 10am – 4pm
An opportunity to immerse yourself in the sights 
and scents of Hyde Hall’s wonderful roses, as 
well as celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday. A 
fantastic weekend for rose lovers with expert talks, 
displays and advice from The Royal National Rose 
Society and Historic Rose Group. You can also 
enjoy guided tours of the Rose Garden by Hyde 
Hall garden staff, floristry demonstrations, and a 
garden sundries and rose sales market place. 
Throughout the weekend, entries into The RHS’s 
Summer Ornamental Plant Competition will be  
on display. Relax in the royal-themed alfresco 
dining area and listen to the soothing sounds  
of a live harpist.

Early Morning Opening 
15 & 29 June, 7.30am onwards
Enjoy early entry to Hyde Hall and the chance to 
gather your thoughts while watching the wildlife 
and views over the Essex countryside. Ideal for 
photographers too. Breakfast options available – 
please contact the restaurant on 01245 402021 
for more details.

Father’s Day 
19 June, 10am – 4pm
Take a trip down memory lane with our display of 
vintage tractors and garden machinery, featuring 
pieces from the past as well as more recent times. 
Afterwards you could treat Dad to a traditional 
roast dinner in the Barn Restaurant.

Garden Sculpture Trail 
19 July – 14 August, 10am – 5pm
This summer sees the Surrey Sculpture Society 
at Hyde Hall for the very first time. With around 
350 members based mainly in the south of 
England – from talented amateurs to well-known 
professionals – this exhibition will showcase  
a diverse range of styles and skills. All sculptures 
will be for sale during the event.

Outdoor Cinema Evening 
23 July, 7pm – late
As the sun goes down, enjoy the classic film 
Mamma Mia by an idyllic lakeside setting.  
Arrival from 7pm. Picnics welcome. Cost:  
Adults £12, Under 16s £8. Buy your tickets  
via www.essexoutdoorcinema.com

RHS Hyde Hall Flower Show 
4 – 7 August, 10am – 5pm
Come along to this well-established horticultural 
delight, which is a must for gardeners of all ages 
and abilities. With over 60 exhibitors to browse 
and buy from, and lots of experts on hand,  
you can buy quality plants for your garden.  
There are also talks, demonstrations and floral  
art. New for this year is an artists’ pavilion with 
four outstanding individuals whose work should 
not be missed.

Late Night Shopping Evening 
18 August, 6pm – 9pm
Join us for an exclusive shopping evening where 
you can benefit from up to 50% off sale lines and 
20% off all other lines. There’s also a BBQ and 
Caribbean music.

Association of Essex   
Photographers Exhibition
20 – 29 August, 10am – 5pm
Browse and buy a wonderful selection of framed 
photographs depicting landscapes, flora, fauna 
and still life. Representatives from the group  
will be on hand throughout the exhibition to 
answer any questions you may have.

Classic Car Day 
21 August, 10am – 4pm
Amongst the vehicles on display will be those 
made by famous manufacturers such as Austin 7, 
Jaguar, Morgan and Porsche. A great spectacle for 
enthusiasts and novices alike where you can meet 
the owners and chat about classic cars.

Learn Something New
Our range of workshops will help broaden 
your knowledge of plants and gardens, 
whether you are just starting out or are 
already confident in your horticultural ability. 
We also offer creative and photographic 
classes and this summer there’s a great 
range to choose from:
Drawing Flowers with Pencil & Pen 4 June
Walk on the Wild Side 8 June
Grow Your Own: Summer 9 June
Painting with Watercolours:  
Still Life 16 June
Curator’s Summer Garden Walk 17 June
Plants for Wildlife 23 June
Rustic Flower Arrangement 25 June
Beautiful Borders 1 July
What Now: Your Garden in July & August  
2 July
Hyde Hall: Past, Present & Future 7 July
Gardening with Bats in Mind 12 August
Summer Propagation 1 Sept
The Art of Garden Photography 3 Sept
Introduction to Japanese Ink Painting  
20 Sept
Creating a Natural Woodland 21 Sept
Garden & Flower Photography 24 Sept

Please refer to the Courses & Workshops 
leaflet for more information and  
pricing details. To book a place call  
020 3176 5830 (lines are open Monday – 
Friday between 9am and 5pm).

Contemporary Craft   
& Design Fair
26 – 29 August, 10am – 5pm
Craft in Focus events have earned an enviable 
reputation for selecting only the very best 
professional designers, artists and craftsmen for 
their individuality and innovation in contemporary 
design. Purchase from a stunning treasure trove of 
original and affordable designs created by some of 
the finest craftsmen and artists in the UK. Textiles, 
paintings, furniture, metal, leather, ceramics, 
jewellery, glass, fashion and much more besides.

Botanical Art Exhibition 
2 – 18 September, 10am – 5pm
Enjoy an exhibition of art by the late Sue Edwards 
who combined her creative talents with a wealth 
of knowledge from a lifetime spent gardening to 
produce botanical illustrations. Fine art prints and 
cards will also be available to purchase.

Outdoor Cinema Evening 
10 September, 7pm – late
Working with Essex Outdoor Cinema, the last 
of our screenings is the fabulous Dirty Dancing. 
Arrival from 7pm. Picnics welcome. Cost:  
Adults £12, Under 16s £8. Booking essential  
via www.essexoutdoorcinema.com

Essex Plant Heritage   
Autumn Fair
17 – 18 September, 10am – 4pm
Around 30 specialist nurseries from around  
the region will be setting up a one-stop shop  
at the garden and selling a range of seasonal 
favourites plus a few unusual plants as well.  
All the nurserymen will be happy to share their 
gardening knowledge and growing tips.


