Paxton had lied about his date of birth on the
required specimen of his handwriting; this has
caused confusion ever since.

Joseph Paxton born in Milton Bryan.

1803

1804

The RHS was founded by John Wedgwood
and Sir Joseph Banks as the Horticultural
Society of London.

Paxton became apprentice to William
Griffin, a (skilful fruit grower) gardener to
Samuel Smith of Woodhall Park.

1820

1821

The Horticultural Society leased part of the
Duke of Devonshire’s Estate at Chiswick for
their experimental garden.

Paxton was formally admitted by The
Horticultural Society of London as a student
Gardener at the new garden at Chiswick.

1823

The 6th Duke of Devonshire was landlord of the
Society’s grounds at Chiswick and liked to
stroll there. The Duke was said to have been
impressed with Paxton’s bearing and general
intelligence and so asked him to be Head
Gardener at Chatsworth.
Paxton was married to Sarah Bown, who was
the niece of the housekeeper at Chatsworth.

Paxton was made Head Gardener
at Chatsworth.

1826

1827

The Horticultural Society held its first fete at
the Chiswick Garden.

Paxton published the Horticultural Register
and General Magazine.

1831

Construction began on the Great Conservatory
at Chatsworth.

Paxton’s Magazine of Botany was first
published, it ran for 16 years.

Paxton acquired the Musa ‘Cavendish Dwarf’
(Cavendish banana).

Paxton began organising plant hunting
expeditions.

1833
1834

1836
1835

The Horticultural Society held its first show with
competitive classes for flowers and vegetables.

These competitions are still held in Vincent
Square and at gardens around the country.
They are open to all.
www.rhs.org.uk/horticulturalcompetitions

The first examinations for gardeners were held
by the Horticultural Society of London.

Today the RHS provides gardening education
at all levels, apprenticeships to PHDs.

The report wasn’t published until two years later,
after
a press
outcryAover
the situation
Paxton
published
Practical
Treatiseat
onKew.
the
Cultivation of the Dahlia.

Paxton and fellow eminent horticulturists were
given a remit to report on the situation at the
Royal Gardens at Kew, they recommended that
the gardens should be made over to the nation
and become the headquarters of botanical
science for England.

Paxton’s first work as an architect was the
rebuilding of many cottages in the village.
It seems odd for the Gardener to have been
given this job but Paxton had impressed the
Duke with his ideas of a model village.

This was the largest glass structure in England
at the time.

Construction of the Great Conservatory
was completed at Chatsworth.

Paxton published A Practical Treatise on the
Cultivation of the Dahlia.

Paxton published The Pocket Botanical
Dictionary.

Paxton remodelled Edensor village.

1838
1837

1841
1840

The 6th Duke of Devonshire became President
of the Horticultural Society.

The Duke became enthusiastic about
gardening, in the year he became President,
he and Paxton set off on a seven month tour
of Europe for the latest plants.

Paxton’s responsibilities increased and by 1849 he
was also agent for the Duke’s Estate at Chiswick
House and Lismore Castle, among others.

Stokes later became Paxton’s architectural
partner in 1853.

Due to his investment in the railway in
previous years, Paxton increased his wealth
with the List of Subscribers to the Railways
showing Paxton to have subscribed £35,000 in
1845 and £101,750 in 1846. In 1848 he also
took also directorship of Matlock Railway.

Paxton became an agent for Bolton Abbey.

Paxton laid out the London Road Cemetery
in Coventry with an Italianate lodge and
chapels in the Norman and Greek styles.

Architect George Henry Stokes began
working for Paxton.

Paxton became a director of Furness Railway.
The Emperor Fountain at Chatsworth was
built by Paxton.

1845
1844

1847
1846

It grew so rapidly that the following year
Paxton designed a new lily house for it at
Chatsworth; a rectangular glass lantern with
a horizontal ridge and furrow roof.

One year on, the Great Exhibition opened
in Hyde Park.
Paxton acquired a seedling of Victoria
amazonica and successfully flowered the
giant water lily.

Paxton built The Conservative Wall at
Chatsworth – a series of greenhouses dedicated
to early-blossoming fruit and camellias, and
measuring 101 x 2.1m (331 x 7ft).

In the same year, Paxton became an
Associate of the Institution of Civil
Engineers and he was informed of his
Knighthood by letter.

After 233 other plans had been rejected, a plan
prepared by Paxton in nine days was accepted
for the design of the Great Exhibition.

1849
1848

1851
1850

Famously renamed as the Crystal Palace, the park
at Sydenham was opened to the public in 1854.
Paxton was instrumental in the development of
the Thames Embankment, which he
masterminded from the position of Chair of the
Select Committee in 1860.

After the Duke's death, Paxton resigned his
position at Chatsworth.

Paxton was elected Member of Parliament
for Coventry.

William Spencer Cavendish, the 6th Duke of
Devonshire died.

Paxton superintended the re-erection of
the Great Exhibition at Sydenham, and
became director of the gardens there.

Paxton began work on Château de Ferrières,
near Paris, for Baron James de Rothschild.

1856
1854

1858

1853
Paxton became Vice-President of the
Horticultural Society of London.

Paxton organised the 11th (Matlock)
Derbyshire Rifle Volunteer Corps.

1862

Paxton opened an architect’s practice with
George Henry Stokes in London at No. 7
Pall Mall East.

1861
1860
1859

The garden at Kensington hosted the first
Great Spring Flower Show, which later
became the world famous RHS Chelsea
Flower Show.
Prince Albert, then President, arranged a new
charter. The Society was renamed the as the
Royal Horticultural Society.

A garden in Kensington had been secured in
1860 as the Royal Horticultural Society's
headquarters, remaining so until 1888.

1864

Paxton was made a member of the RHS
Committee for the “Improved Education of
Gardeners”. The result was a collaboration
with the Royal Society of Arts on national
examinations for gardeners.

Paxton died and was buried on the Chatsworth
Estate in St Peter's Churchyard, Edensor.

1865

1866

The RHS purchased the library collection
of John Lindley, renowned English botanist
and gardener.

A memorial to Paxton was erected in London
Road Cemetery, Coventry.

1868

1888

1904
1903

The RHS moved the Great Spring Flower Show
to Temple Gardens in the heart of London.

1913

The RHS offices and exhibition hall at Vincent
Square were opened and the first of the RHS
London Flower Shows was held there.
Sir Thomas Hanbury presented the RHS with
a new experimental garden at Wisley, Surrey.

The Great Spring Flower Show moved to the
Royal Hospital Chelsea.

RHS Garden Wisley now receives 1.1 million
annual visitors and building will start next year
on a new cutting-edge horticultural science
and learning centre.

The show continues to welcome exhibitors
from around the world sharing the very best in
gardening and horticulture each year

Today Lindley Hall holds numerous shows,
playing host to our own London Flower Shows.
In 2016 The RHS Lindley Library underwent
renovation works to help preserve and share its
important collection of photographs, books
and art from 500 years of gardening history.

Require Image

Chatsworth House Trust was formed to
ensure the long-term preservation of the
house, garden, park and farmyard for visitors.

A maze was planted in the footprint of the
Great Conservatory at Chatsworth (the maze
still stands today).
The Great Conservatory at Chatsworth
had fallen into disrepair during WWI and
was demolished.

1964
1962

1987
1981

1920
Britain in Bloom was launched as a tourism
initiative, with the RHS taking over stewardship
in 2001.

Since then the RHS has widened the
campaign’s focus on environmental and
community-based horticulture to reflect the
vital role of volunteers. Today there 300,000
Britain in Bloom volunteers making it the UK’s
largest community gardening initiative.
www.rhs.org.uk/britaininbloom

RHS Garden Rosemoor in Devon was gifted
to the RHS by Lady Anne Palmer.

In 2016 a new activity centre for events and
lectures was completed, along with an orchard
celebrating Heritage Devon Apples.

Chatsworth redeveloped the area above the
stables as a kitchen garden for visitors to
enjoy, as well as to supply the house kitchens.

1993
1992

1999

1991
Mr and Mrs Dick Robinson bequeathed RHS
Hyde Hall in Essex to the Society.

The RHS took over the running of Hampton
Court Palace Flower Show which was started
in 1990 by Network Rail Southeastern.

The RHS held its first show in the parklands
of Tatton Park, Cheshire.

Today, the new Winter Garden, Witan Global
Growth Vegetable Garden, Big Sky Perennial
Meadow and Learning Centre are all currently
under development at the garden.

Coincidentally, Paxton designed the terrace
garden south of Tatton House.

2001

2005
The 12th Duke and Duchess moved to
Chatsworth from Bolton Abbey in
Yorkshire.

2006

The Northern Horticultural Society and
the RHS joined forces. With this move,
Harlow Carr in Yorkshire became the
fourth RHS garden.

2004

The RHS held the first Cardiff Flower Show
at Bute Park.

2006 – 2007 saw a big boost in the
community-based activity with the launch of
the Campaign for School Gardening and It’s
Your Neighbourhood.
With the acquisition of the Harrogate Arms in
2014 the garden will continue to grow and will
include extensive new garden areas, a new
activities building and café.

www.rhs.org.uk/itsyourneighbourhood

The Campaign for School Gardening supports
school teachers who help to grow the next
generation of gardeners. In 2016-2017 the
Campaign partnered with the UK Space
Agency to launch a mission to assess effect of
zero gravity on rocket seeds with astronaut
Tim Peake. Today the Campaign now has over
27,000 participants.
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk

Chatsworth featured as the inspiration for Dan
Pearson’s ‘Best in Show’ RHS Chelsea Flower
Show garden. Working with Dan, many of the
features and plants were returned to
Chatsworth to add to and improve Paxton’s
Trout Stream.

Tom Stuart-Smith began the development of
a long-term plan to open and improve the
woodland area situated in the centre of the
Chatsworth garden, as well as remodelling
and replanting the rockery.

The RHS Greening Grey Britain Campaign
was launched with the aim of inspiring
the nation to transform 6000 grey spaces
to green.

The very first RHS Chatsworth Flower Show
was launched.

www.rhs.org.uk/greeninggreybritain

2015

2017

